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INTRODUCTION. 


Ar a time when the Public is enter- 
tained with ſo great a variety of pro- 
ductions of this kind, ſhould I ſo far 
be ſucceſsful as ro eſcape the imputa- 
tion of preſumption for the introduc- 
tion of the CasTLE of ERIůDAN, my 
warmeſt expectations will be gratified. 
—T conceived, that if my undertaking 
was ſupported by ſome hiſtorical facts 
the ſtructure would be erected with 
greater facility, while the addition of 
collateral circumſtances and events, 
though not authentic, would tend to 
diffuſe an air of probability—for Va- 


a 
42 lentinus 
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lentinus Barruchius, a Spaniard, the 
peruſal of whoſe writings firſt ſuggeſt- 
ed the plan of this tragical hiſtory, 
has left to poſterity but a few pages 
relative to this ſubject, in his Latin 
Chronicles by cloſely obſerving the 
effects naturally reſulting from the 
given cauſes; and with this view, I 
have paid particular attention to com- 
bining with preciſion the times, the 
characters of the different perſons 
brought into action, with the diſpoſiti- 
ons of their mind, contraſting them 
with events which, from the nature of 
things, would inevitably call forth all 
the powers of imagination to paint 

their 
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their various effects ; this method it is 
preſumed, cannot fail of keeping the 
Reader in a ſtate of conſtant anxiety 
to know the iflue.—Every writer, 
ought to have two grand objects in 
view, Viz. to entertain and inſtruct; 
in addition to theſe, the Reader will 
obſerve that virtue and vice have met, 
in due time, their puniſhment and 
reward. | 
It would be unneceſſary to attempt 
aſcertaining from thediſcordant authors 
who have written upon the ſubject, 
the epoch when the hiſtorical tranſac- 
tions I have treated upon took place. 


Some record them in the reign of 
Charles 
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Charles VII. of France, called the 
Victorious, who governed that king- 
dom when the Engliſh made them- 


ſelves maſters of it by force of arms, 


alleging as a proof, That the Tolledans, 


enemies of Don Alvares, ſent agents to 
Marſeilles to purchaſe arms.— Others, 
that they tranſpired under the Pon- 
tificate of Paol II. aflerting, that 
when Donna Vincenzia wrote from 
Rome to her brother Don Alvares, 
ſhe made mention of this Pope, which 
circumſtance, however, does not ap- 
pear to be well eſtabliſhed. —Others 
again, and with more appearance of 


truth, inform us of their having taken 


place 


* 
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place in the time of Sigiſmond, who was 
ſole monarch of the empire of Ger- 
many from the year 1400 to 1437, 
during which period the ſchiſms of 
John XXII. Gregory XII. and Bene- 
dict XIII. diſturbed the peace of the 
church, therefore, in conſequence of 
the ſilence obſerved by Donna Vin- 
cenzia relative to the name of the Pope 
at the time ſhe viſited Rome, we are 
induced to believe her letter inſerted 
in this Hiſtory to be genuine; but be 
this as it may, it is beyond diſpute 
that this Emperor carried arms againſt 
the King of France; the Duke of 
Savoy, as Generaliſſimo of that King, 


having 
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having received orders to march his 


troops againſt Sigiſmond ; and prior 
to the Duke's quitting Turin his ca- 
pital, he nominated Count Pancalieri 
his Lieutenant, who is a leading charac- 
ter in this entertaining Hiſtory ;—but 
from this diverſity of opinion, I muſt. 
leave my readers to form their own 
judgment from the documents adduc- 
ed; and to ſuch as contend for the 1m- 
portance of preciſion in time for aſcer- 
taining the truth, and clearingupdoubts 
in hiſtorical matters, I can only recom- 
mend a further reſearch, as confeſſing 
myſelf unable to be more particular as 
to time than I have been. 


| THE 


ERIDAN. 


Amon all the paſſions by which 
human gature is generally aſſailed, 
love has always been conſidered as 
one of the moſt predominant; for, as 
ſoon as it has taken poſſeſſion of a 
generous heart, it works in it as the 
corrupt humour of thoſe infected by 
a fever, which from the heat diffuſes 
itſelf through all the other ſenſible 

B parts 
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parts of the human frame ; for the 
corroboration of this truth, the fol- 
lowing wonderful and authentic hiſ- 
tory will furniſh us an incontrovertible 


proof. 


Thoſe who have read the ancient 
annals and chronicles of Spain, may 
have obſerved in them the cauſes 
of the inveterate animoſity, which 
ſubſiſted for more than forty years 
between the families of Alvares and 
Tolledos ; which were not only the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for their nobility 
and antiquity, but alſo the moſt po 
erful, by their extenſion of domains 

and 
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and number of vaſſals, in all the 
kingdom. tt happened that their 
armies being one day engaged in a 
very cloſe battle, Don Alvares, who 
was at the head of his troops, 
a man, as hiſtory informs us, of 
great renown for his warlike achieve- 
ments, had a ſiſter, a widow, called 
Vincenzia, a lady endowed with great 
prudence, and much addicted to de- 
votion ; who, after having heard the 
diſmal news of a pending battle, 
threw herſelf on her knees, be- 
ſeeching the Almighty with fervent 
prayers, to put an end to this inteſ- 


tine and deſtructive war, and reconcile 
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the two families. And when ſhe 
| heard many on both ſides had already 
ll fallen in the heat of the action, ſhe 
made a vow to God, if the victory 
ſhould declare in favour of her bro- 


ther, ſhe would go to viſit the holy 


ſanctuaries at Rome on foot as a pil- 
i grim. After much bloodſhed Don 
j Alvares remained maſter of the field. 
—_ -. Donna Vincenzia being apprized of 
in it, acquainted her brother with the 
I vow ſhe had made, and it appeared 
Ho | to him very ſtrange, that ſhe could 
l engage herſelf ſo ſeriouſly to perform 
ſuch a journey ; therefore, he endea- 


voured to diſſuade her from it; ſhe, 
| how- 
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however, with entreaties and remon- 
ſtrances, had ſufficient addreſs to ob- 
tain his conſent ; he expected, never- 
theleſs, ſhe would perform it with due 
convenience and leiſure ;. and above 
all, not hurry her journey to the 
- prejudice of her health; and further 
that ſhe ſhould be attended by a 
company ſuitable to. her rank. 


Donna Vincenzia having left Spain, 
and croſſed the Pirenees, paſſed 
through France, and after having 
ſurmounted the Alps, arrived at Turin, 
where the Duke of Savoy kept his 
court in great ſplendor and magni- 


ficence ; 
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ficence; the Ducheſs, his conſort, 


who was fifter to the King of Eng- 


land, and of ſuch tranſcendant beauty, 


as to be deemed the moſt handſome 


woman in all the Weſt; and the fame 
of whom raiſed the curioſity of 
Donna Vincenzia, who was already 
anxious to ſee her en paſſant, to be 
certain if in reality her great beauty 
was equal to the report ſpread abroad; 
and fortune was ſo favourable to her 
wiſhes, that at her approaching the 
town, ſhe met the Ducheſs riding in 
her carriage, taking the air along the 
public walks, with which the town 
and the caſtle are moſt delightfully 

ſur- 
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ſurrounded. Donna Vincenzia, at- 
tracted by the magnificence of the 
carriage, advanced towards it, and as 
good fortune would have it, the 
glaſſes were down; then ſhe, ſtruck 
with admiration, in ſeeing her ſur- 
priſing beauty, thinking her the 
moſt handſome woman 1he had ever 
ſeen, ſaid rather aloud to her company 
in the Spaniſh language: © If fortune 
had ſo decreed, that my brother and 
this princeſs, had been deſtined for 
cach other, one could without heſita- 
tion have ſaid, they were the moſt 
accompliſhed, and lovely couple that 
ever exiſted ;” and it was in reality ſo, 

for 
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for Don Alvares was without excep- 
tion the moſt handſome and admired 
nobleman in all Spain. The Ducheſs, 
BY who, among other languages, under- 
| 1 ſtood the Spaniſh perfectly well, in 
1 going on took notice of this foreign 
Pl company, and diſſembling her having 
Iſt . underſtood what the pilgrim lady 
Ii} | ' Jaid, ſhe conjectured within herſelf, 
by the compariſon ſhe had made, 
that ſhe was ſome Spaniſh lady of 
very high birth ; upon this, when ſhe 
had proceedgd a little farther, ſhe 


charged one of her pages to obſerve 


carefully the hotel where this lady 
ſhould take her abode, and tell her, 
ſhe 
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ſhe ſhould be very glad if the would 
call on her, at her return to the caſtle ; 
which order was punctually executed 
by the page. While the Ducheſs 
was walking up and down the inviting 
banks of the river Ps, all her thoughts 
were turned upon what ſhe had 
heard from the Spaniſh lady, which 
preſſed ſo much upon her mind, that 
all on a ſudden ſhe left the delightful 
ſpot, and took the road to the caſile. 
At her arrival, ſhe found the Spaniſh 
lady waiting for her, according to the 
meſlage ſhe had recerved ; and after 
having paid the reſpects due to ſo 


great a princeſs, and having been in- 
B 5 troduced 
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troduced in a moſt condeſcending 
manner into her apartment, the 
Ducheſs began by aſking her of 
what province of Spain ſhe was of, 
what family, and what motive could 
have induced her to undertake ſuch a 
long and fatiguing journey; finally, 
what ſhe had ſeen moſt remarkable 
in it. 

Donna Vincenzia, after having 
complied with the Ducheſs's defires, 
concerning her different queſtions, 
gave her a moſt curious and ſurpriſing 
defcription of that part of the Alps, 
called Montcenis, to which ſhe was 


led by an unſkilſul guide, which the 


3M took 
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took in Provence, where ſhe found 
herſelf ſo high, that the pureſt clouds 
which are ſeen in the fineſt ſummer 
days ſuſpended and apparently fixed 
in the air, were much beneath her 
feet; then, having deſcended for the 
ſpace of an hour, it preſented to hei 
eyes the moſt aſtoniſhing ſpot that 
nature could form, which was a kind 
of alcove or amphitheatre, in the 
form of a ſemicircle, open towards the 
north, ſurrounded by extremely high 
and ſteep mountains, about a hundred 
feet in breadth, and a hundred and 
fifty deep; at the bottom of it againſt 
the rock, ſhe ſaw a young ſhepherd 


with 
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with about a dozen ſheep, ſhut up 
in a pen, who was playing upon his 
pipe a lively and pleaſing tune, the 
reverberation of which produced ſuch 
a variety of echoes, that the charming 
effects of it were impoſſible to be 
deſcribed. Afterwards ſhe paſſed to 
that part which aſtoniſhed her the 
molt, where two fountains were guſh- 
ing out of the rocks on both ſides 
oppoſite each other, about a hundred 
feet high, forming an arch in the air 
near a yard diſtant from the main 
rocks; and underneath, two ſeparate 
baſons of a moſt clear water, from 
- which two rivulets confined by rich 
green. 


—— — 
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green carpets on each fide, embroi- 
dered with beautiful {mall flowers and 
aromatic herbs, were formed ; which, 
after falling fron one cleft to another, 
and meandering through the vallies, 
one by turning to the weſt, gives 
birth to the river Durance, which 
enriches the luxuriant plains of Pro- 
vence; the other, by turning to the 
eaſt, and forcing 1ts way through 
rocks and precipices, gives. origin ta 


the famous river Po. 


The Duchefs was much gratified 
at this curious and ſurpriſing picture; 
but, on hearing of the great nobility of 


Donna 
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Donna Vincenzia, ſhe made an apo- 
logy for not having, perhaps, paid 
more attention, and not having re- 
ceived her according to the merits 
of her rank, alledging in her defence 
the total 1gnorance of her perſon : 
and, after a few other cuſtomary com- 
pliments, the Ducheſs wiſhed to 
know what was the meaning of the 
words ſhe ſaid concerning herſelf, 
and likewiſe concerning the merits of 
Don Alvares. Donna Vincenzia ſome- 
what confuſed, rephed : Madam, if 
I had known before you poſſeſs our 
language fo well as I now do, I 
ſhould have been more cautious in ex- 


tolling 
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tolling, asI did, the nerſonal merits of 
my brother, the praiſe of whom would 
have had a far better effect from the 
moutl of another : nevertheleſs I am 
proud to ſay, with all thoſe that know 
him (without being blinded by bro- 
therly affection) that he is one of the 
moſt handiome and engaging noble- 
men that Spain can boait to have 
poſſeſſed for theſe twenty years paſt; 
but in regard to what I have {aid con- 
ccrning your beauty, if I have com- 
mitted any offence, madam, it will 
never be pardoned me, for ſhall 
never repent of it, neither ſay other- 
wiſe without ſpeaking againſt the 


truth, 
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truth, which truth I would undertake. 
to verify by yourſelf, if it were in the 
power of nature, that it could, for a 
quarter of an hour only, transfer into 
another the great gifts with which it 
has ſo eminently adorned you. To 


whom the Ducheſs, conſcious, of what 


ſhe owed to herſelf, anſwered, not 


without ſome ſhade of bluſh, which 
expanded new graces upon her face : 
Madam, if you go on with this lan- 
guage, you will induce me to think, 
in changing place you have alſo 
changed your good ſenſe; for, in 
point of beauty, I am conſidered the 


jcaſt in this country; or elſe I ſhould 
be 
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be reaſonably perſuaded, that the 
perfections and mexrits of your brother 
are ſo impreſſed in your mind, that 


every one you ſee, having ſome ap- 


pearance of them, you compare them 
to his own. Inſtantly Donna Vin- 
cenzia, thinking the Ducheſs had : 
taken ill the compariſon ſhe had 
made between her. and Don Alvares, 


being a little vexed, ſaid : Madam, 
pardon me if I have forgot myſelf ſo 
far as to dare to put the beauty of my 
brother upon a level with yours; if 
he had no other merit worthy of ad- 
miration, I ſhould be aſhamed, being 
bis ſiſter, to haye praiſed him in a 

place 
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place where he was unknown ; but J 
am fully perſuaded, were it poſſible, 
even his enemies, beſides vindicating 
my aſſertion in your preſence, would 
allure you that he is one of the moſt 


gallant and accompliſhed noblemen 


living. The Ducheſs obſerving her 


to praiſe her brother with ſo warm an 
affection, was much gratified ; and it 
would have been very pleaſing to 
her to have been farther indulged in 
ſpeaking of him, if the fear of diſ- 
pleaſing her had not ſuſpended ulterior 
replies. The Ducheſs interrupting 
then the converſation, cave orders to 
prepare the table ſor ſupper ; which, 


to 
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to ſhew the great regard ſhe had for 
Donna Vincenzia, was ſerved with a 
great variety of delicate and choice 
diſhes. When the ſupper was over, 
and a ſhort deſultory talking had 
drawn near the hour of reſt, the 
Ducheſs, to give fill farther proofs of 
her attention, would have her to 


partake of her own bed. 


While the ladies are retired to reſt, 


to the reader a deſcription of the Caſ- 
tle of Eridan, rendered famous by 
the events which took place in it 
according to hiſtory ; and, in order to 


avoid 


I ſhall take the opportunity to offer 
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avoid being ſuſpeted of partiality, 
I ſhall give here a faithful tranſlation 
of it, which Donna Vincenzia ſent 
to her brother while ſhe was at Rome; 


and 1t 1s as follows, 


& Dear Brother, 


« It is at laſt in my power 
to compenſate in ſome meaſure for 
the four months' abſence from you, 
with the happineſs of finding myſelf 
in the capital of the chriſtian world. 
The next day after my arrival, being 
the feaſt of the prince of the apoſiles, 
I went 
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I went to St. Peter's, where the holy 
Pontiff officiated. The ſight of the 
temple, and the awful ceremonies of 
the divine ſervice were ſo majeſtic, 
that it will never be in the power of 
any one to give a proper idea without 
ſeeing it; then I went to receive the 


holy ſacraments, according to my 


vow, in the firſt chriſtian church 
built in this city by Conſtantine the 
Great, called St. John Lateran. I 
aſſure you that the tears of conſolation 
| ſo abundantly dropped from my eyes, 
in finding myſelf in ſo awful and ſo 
| Holy baſilic, that I firmly believe to 


be true, what we read of the com- 


punction 
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punction and happineſs of mind in 
the pilgrims that viſit the ſanctuaries 
of our redemption in the Holy Land. 
J was then ſucceſſively invited by 
ſeveral Roman Princes, who have 
received and entertained me with 
great diſtinction, and in particular by 
our Ambaſſador, who for ſeveral days 
took me into his carriage to ſhew me 
the great magnificence of this ſo re- 
nowned city, and above all, the prin- 
cipal villas of the firſt nobility. Tt 
15 not my intention to expatiate upon 
the inexpreſſible beauty of them, 
neither of ' thoſe wonderful gardens I 
ſaw in other parts of Italy, for it 


would 
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would be an attempt above my capa- 
city to pourtray their aſtoniſhing va- 
rity ; I ſhall therefore endeavour to 
do my beſt, to give you a tolerable 
deſcription of the caſtle in queſtion, 
with its adjacent views, belonging to 
his Highneſs the Duke of Savoy ; 
which being at the gate of this new 
land of promiſe, you may more caſily 
gueſs what it muſt be in the inſide, 
therefore don't expect from me any 
poetical colourtng, for the object 1s 
by itſelf ſo enchanting, that a ſimple 
and plain narrative is ſufficient to 
excite the admiration of every be- 


holder. 
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* In coming out from the city of 
Turin by the new gate, which 1s ex- 
poſed to the ſouth, after having paſſed 
over three iron bridges, which are 
drawn up at the cloſe of the day, you 
have before you a kind of eſplanade, 
carefully kept in the form of ai. pen 
fan, about half a mile in length, 
from the eaſt to the weſt, and a quar- 
ter of a mile broad; in the middle 
of it runs from the weſt to the eaſt a 
Tivulet of clear and rapid water, about 
three feet deep, in a ſtraight channel, 
about five feet broad, lined with 
bricks on both ſides; in the middle 
of it there is an arch under ground 


3 
about 
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about twelve feet in breadth, for the 
convenience of carriages; on each 
ſide of it there are three bridges, each 
formed of a fingle flat ſtone, three 
feet broad, at the diſtance of about 
thirty feet from each other, all even 
with the ground. At the edge of 
the fan, in the middle, there is a very 
ſpacious and firaight road, of about 
twenty miles in length; ſo that the 
gate of the town, the above mentioned 
arch, and this road are all upon a 
line. This road is all along planted on 
both ſides with oaks, very high and 
large in proportion, adorned on each 
ſide with a foot walk of elms, about 

C half 
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ſo carefully interwoven and clipped» 
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half a mile long, and their branches 


as to form all along a green arch, 


to ſhelter paſſengers from the ſun and 
rain. On both ſides of this middle 
road, at an equal diſtance of two 
hundred and fifty feet, there is a 
diagonal ſtraight road, beautified with 


trees, in the ſame manner : that on 


your right is about five miles long, 
which leads you to Stupinigi, a coun- 
try ſeat of the Duke, where he goes 
to hunt the ſtag; the other on your 
left is about a mile long, which leads 
to the Caſtle of Eridan. When I 
called on the Ducheſs according to a 

meſ- 
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meſſage I received ſrom her, I went 
by the foot walk on the left of the 
middle road. When at the end of it, 
I had on my left the way which leads 
to the Caſile, about a mile long, alſo 
with a like foot walk on both fides 
of equal length. Before entering into 
it I had a fancy to walk a few ſteps 
on my right, and poſted myſelf on 
the middle of the long road, to enjoy 
the different viſtas of it. At the diſ- 
tance of about a hundred yards to- 
wards the weſt, there is a very elegant 
proſpect of a church dedicated to our 
Lady, with a beautiful garden before 
it, with a very great marble gate of 
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the Dorick Order; towards the ſouth, 
is the great road, of which my eyes 
could not reach the end ; towards the 
north, I had the beginning of this 
great road and the ſight of the ſpires 
and towers of the city at the end of 


it. Then, after having indulged myſelf 


with theſe pleaſing and luxuriant 
views, I entered on the foot walk on 
the left, towards the eaſt, which leads 
to the Caſtle. While I was walking on 
under theſe ſhades, I ſaw at a great 
diſtance the Ducheſs coming up from 
it. The fear to ſwell this letter to a 
ſtory, deters me from giving you a 
full account of the pomp and mag- 
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nificence with which this Ducheſs 
appears in public; ſuffice it to ſay, 


that they rival thoſe of our Queen in 


richneſs and ſplendor, and ſurpaſs 
them in elegance and taſte. But 
before I continue the deſcription of 
this delightful place, I cannot paſs 
over the pleaſing ſight of a horſe, 
which ſhe will always have behind 
her coach whenever ſhe goes out. 
This young animal, ſo remarkably 
fine for his ſymmetry and proportion, 
ſhe brought with her from England; 
its fleek and black ſkin is in every 
reſpect like black velvet, with only 


a wute ſpot on its forchead in the 


form 
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form of a roſe, with a fine long flow- 
ing mane and tail, bounding and 
champing the bit in going along, 
with a white velvet houſing on his 
back, moſt richly embroidered with 
gold, hanging almoſt to the ground 
on both fides. So proud was he to 
ſee himſelf ſo richly capariſoned, that 
it was the moſt entertaining thing to 
obſerve how he toſſed his head, to 
hear the jingling of the ſmall golden 
chains and taſſels, with which he was 
moſt taſtefully adorned, and con- 
ducted by a groom_ on each fide, 
with the reins of gold lace in their 
hands, It was on this occaſion TI 

ſaw 
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ſaw for the firſt time the Duchefs. 
Now I ſhall reſume my deſcription : 
When I was at the end of this foot 
walk, I entered into the Caſtle by 
a great gate facing the road; before 
it there is a yard about a quarter of 
a mile in circumference, with two 
rows of marble columns round it, 
forming a ſpacious colonnade ; over it 
all around there is a terrace of fix 
feet in breadth. When I was in the 
middle of it, I obſerved on my 
right an iron gate as high as the 
colonnade, which preſents to the eyes 
a princely garden; and on my left 
another oppoſite to it, which admits 

you 


a S-4 


32 THE CASTLE OF ERIDAN, 


you into a botanic garden moſt coſtly 


and curious for the great variety of 
plants it contains: then having aſ- 
cended the very broad and commo- 
dious ſtairs of this moſt magnificent 


and ſtately building, and of a ſur- 


priſing dimenſion, I was introduced 


into a grand ſaloon, where, among 


the various and excellent pictures, 


I obſerved over the mantle- piece a 


capital workmanſhip of painting, re- 
preſenting a chariot with horſes fall- 
ing down on their backs from the 
clouds, and under it the following 
inſcription: The fall of Eridan, ſon 
of Apollo, into the river P6, from 

which 
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which this Caſtle took tts name. Then 
J was ſhewn into the grand apart- 
ment. I ſhall not attempt to give 
you a full deſcription of all the 
engaging objects I obſerved in it, 
confining myſelſ to give you only 
an account of three moſt remarkable 
rooms: The firſt, beſides the genea- 
logical tree of this moſt ancient fa- 
mily, allied by marriages with all 
the Sovereigns of Europe, con- 
tains all the Princes iſſued from the 
valiant Beroldus, ſon of Otton, Elec- 
tor of Saxony; who, having quitted 
his father's houſe, came into this 
country, and conquered the Duchy 
c 5 of 
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of Savoy : the trunk and the branches 
of this tree are made with ſilver, and 
the portraits are painted in miniature, 
drawn from nature, and all ſet in gold. 
All around the room are ſeen their 
great military exploits painted by the 


moſt eminent painters. In the ſecond 


room, there is in the middle of it 


the judgment of Solomon, fitting 
upon his throne, with the two con- 
tending mothers, and a ſoldier hold- 
ing the infant by one leg with his 
left hand, and with the right lifting 
up a cutlaſs, in the act of dividing 
the child aſunder ; all in ivory, but 
ſo exquiſitely executed, that the 

whole 
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whole appears to conſiſt of a ſingle 
piece of ivory. But what increaſed 
my ſurpriſe was, that the room being 
adorned all round with plated glafles, 
the reflection of them, multiplied 
ſuch a number of theſe ſtatues, 
that I found myſelf quite embarraſſed 
how to move. What I have obſerved 
worthy of your notice in the 
third, was a round table of porphyry, 
four feet-in diameter, ſupported by 
a ſingle leg, in the form of a pyramid, 
in one piece; but I was ſtruck with 
wonder, on obſerving that the top of 
the pyramid which ſupported the 
table underneath in the middle, had 

ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely two inches in circumference, 


and the ſquare baſis ſix feet. After- 
wards I was conducted to a very high 
and ſpacious balcony in front ; thence 
I had under my eyes the colonnade of 
the yard, and the two gardens which 
ſurround the Caſtle on both ſides, 


and before me all the beautiful and 


various walks already deſcribed, with 


the full view of the capital on my 


right, and at a very great diſtance a 


chain of the weſtern mountains ; and, 
being almoſt the ſetting of the ſun, 
and a charming day, the fight of it 
was magnificent aboye all imagina- 
tion, Then I paſſed on the balcony 


to 
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to the eaſt—My dear Brother, I have 
no words to expreſs my ſurpriſe at ſo 
unexpected a ſcene of natural beauty : 
imagine to yourſelf that you have 
underneath the famous river P6 roll- 
ing rapidly its clear waters from the 
ſouth to the north, for the length of 
more than three miles in a ſtraight 
line, and on the oppoſite ſide a chain 
of the moſt luxuriant hills all along 
its bank, almoſt covered with elegant 
country ſeats, moſt curiouſly beauti- 
fied with towers and belvideres of 
noblemen's families, and the ſpires of 
the churches riſing above the higheſt 
pines and poplars ; and the whole hill 


en— 
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enricked with all ſorts of fruit trees 
1 and vines. At the foot of it, along 


—_ a —_ —— - — 
- 
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1 - the river is a very ſpacious ſtraight 


I road, three miles in length with a 
| row of elms on each ſide, under 
which a great quantity of genteel 
people come from the city, over a 
ſtone bridge a mile below the caſtle, in 
their coaches, to enjoy the air, I ſhall 
cloſe this long letter with a deſcription 


of the moſt enchanting ſpot I ever ſaw, 


JI mean the flower-garden, which in 


croſſing the yard I ſaw on my right : 
this garden 1s of a ſquare form on 
the outſide, ſurrounded with an high 
and ſtrong wall, about a mile in cit- 
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cumference; on the inſide round it, 
there is a plantation of oaks forming a 
perfect circle, ſo lofty and fo large, that 
one would think they had been ſpargd 
from the flood ; their thick branches 
are ſo cloſely and nicely entwined, 
and fo clipped from the bottom to the 
top, that when you are in it in the 


day time, you fancy yourſelf to be in 


a round, ſpacious, green tower, which 


receives the light only from the ſky; 


in the middle of it there is a ſquare 
baſon, of about a hundred and fifty 
feet in circumference, a ſtatue of 
Venus of white marble ſtands in the 
centre, and on her left a ſwan that 


ſpouts 
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ſpouts water more than thirty feet 
high, which falls in a perpendicular 
manner before Venus. On the four 


corners of it, are four ſtatues of mar- 


ble of different colours, repreſenting 


a ſatyr, Pan, Bacchus, and Priapus, | 
highly and cunouſly finiſhed. From 


the baſon to the trees, there is all 
round a delightful green carpet, and 
in the middle of it runs a walk, moſt 
carefully kept, about fix feet in 
breadth; and on each fide of it, all 
round the garden, are a great number 
of pots of flowers, all made of caſt 
braſs, in the various forms of Tuſ- 
can urns, and upon them are repre- 

ſented 
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ſented the moſt engaging metamor- 
phoſes of Ovid. 'The great variety, 
beauty and fragrance of the rich 
flowers they contain, form altogether 
ſuch a faſcinating object of delight, 
that my pen is quite inadequate to 
give you a tolerable idea of it. 
Round the garden, between every 
other oak, at a proportionate diſtance, 
are twelve ſtatues, made of a com- 
pound, which afterwards becomes as 
folid as marble itſelf, repreſenting 
after nature, by the different co- 


lours of the drapery and allufive 


emblems, the twelve months of the 
year, in ſuch a fanciful and delicate 


man- 
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manner, that you are at a loſs to 
which of them to give the preference, 
I ſhall, however, attempt to give you 
the deſcription of October: It 1s repre- 
ſented by a beautiful little boy quite 


'naked, tendering a bunch of red 


grapes to his mother; it is very pleaſing 
to obſerve how he ſtretches his right 
leg and arm to reach her hand ; the 
mother with a bunch of white grapes in 
her right hand, tantalizing with it the 
little boy, who ſeems longing after 
it. She is of a natural ſize, with her 
hair and eye-brows of a cheſnut 
colour, and a branch of vine leaves 
round her waiſt, vegligently placed, 

ſweetly 
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ſweetly ſmiling at the boy with her 
roſy mouth. In the ſpaces between 
the trees, there is a riſing ground in 
the form of a bow, covered all over 
with a very ſoft and thick graſs to 
ſit upon. I vas walking in this garden 
with the Ducheſs about the ſetting. 
of the ſun; I proteſt to you, that 
the ſtars, glittering hke the pureſt 
gold, which the transverſe rays of the 
ſun formed in a ſparkling manner all 
over the trees on the eaſt fide, the 
murmuring of the falling fountain, 
the melodious warbling of the various 
birds, and the fragrance of fo many 
beautiful coloured flowers, threw me 


into 
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into ſo charming an abſence of mind, 
that I had entirely forgotten the 
Ducheſs was in the garden with me. 
Now I ſhall take leave, aſſuring you 
that all I have ſaid is but a feeble IF 
ſhade of what I have ſeen myſelf; 
for, though, in the ſurrounding places 


5 


1 


previouſly delineated, nature appears 
to triumph on all ſides over art, yet 
this garden by the prodigies of art it 


diſplays, ſeems to diſpute the victory 
over it.“ 


After this long digreſſion we 
ſhall return to the ladies we left re- 
poſing; where the noble pilgrim, 
fatigued 
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faigued with her journey, had a 
very comfortable night ; but the cap- 
tivated Ducheſs, revolving in her 
mind what ſhe had heard from Donna 
Vincenzia, had, on the contrary, a 
very reſtleſs one; for the extraordinary 
merits and other perfections of Don 
Alvares were ſo deeply engraven on 
her heart, that in trying to ſhut her 
eyes, ſhe fancied ſomething like a 
phantom was continually hovering 
before her, and being anxious to know 
what it could be, ſhe wiſhed to have 
it nearer; then all on a ſudden, ſhame 
and fear mixed with the modeſty ſhe 
had ſo long preſerved, and the con- 


jugal | 
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jugal faith ſhe had always ſo ſcrupu- 
louſly obſerved towards the Duke, 
her huſband, occuring to her mind, 
her firſt thoughts no ſooner manifeſted 
themſelves, than they were inſtantly 
ſuppreſſed. She therefore paſſed the 
greateſt part of the night troubled by 
a long contraſt of oppoſite wiſhes ; 
at laſt, the light of the day appearing 
with its uſual brightneſs, invited her 
to riſe. Donna Vincenzia having 
then prepared every thing ready for 
her departure, went to take her leave 
of the Ducheſs, who by the rapid 
progreſs of the flames, which the 
diſcourſes of the preceding day had 

kindled 
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kindled in her heart, wiſhed rather 
to have been deprived of her viſit; 
nevertheleſs, diſſembling the anguiſh 
of her paſſion, at the approach of 
this ſeparation, which ſhe could not 
prevent, ſhe exacted from Donna Vin- 
cenzia a promiſe to paſs by Turin, 
on her return from Rome, and after 
a moſt generous offer of all that lay 
in her power, ſhe retired in wiſhing 
her a happy accompliſhment of her 


VOW. 


The Ducheſs, a few days after the 
departure of Donna Vincenzia, in 


endeayouring to ſuppreſs tlus newly 
kindled 
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kindled fire, gave to it a greater 
force; and in proportion as her hopes 
were diſcouraged, her defire redoubled 
its impetuoſity. But, after a long and 
obſtinate conflict between duty and 
paſſion in her mind, the victory re- 

mained on the ſide of love, and ſhe 
formed the reſolution, happen what 
would, to entruſt the ſecret with one of 
the ladies of her attendance, her con- 
fidant, called Euphemia, to be affiſted 
by her advice, being the only per- 
ſon, whom for ſagacity and fidelity, 
ſhe could truſt with all her ſecrets; 
and having taken her aſide, ſaid to 
her: Euphemia, I believe if you 
have 


* 


Irave taken notice of my conduct fince 
I left England, my native country, 
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you muſt have obſerved I have always 
been the ſupport and refuge of the 
poor, and never withheld my hand 
from private applications ; but now, I 
don't know by what fatal deſtiny, I 
am more in need of comfort and help 
than any other living creature, and 
having no one near me worthy 
to be truſted in my diſtreſs, I caſt 
my eyes upon you, as the only one 
in whom I hope to find any relief or 
*comfort, in a thing in which my 
honour and my life are deeply in- 
volved. Then the Ducheſs unfolded 

'D to 
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to her in a moſt ſecret manner : That 
fince the departure of Donna Vincen- 
z1a, ſhe could find no reſt any where, 
and declared, that, though ſtrange it 
might appear to her, ſhe had fallen 
in love with a knight without ever 
having ſeen him, whoſe extraordinary 
beauty and incomparable merits had 


ſuch a power over her mind, that 


finding herſelf unable to bear in ſecret 
and without hope the anguiſh ſhe 
endured „ and ſeeing herſelf deſtitute 
of every remedy, ſhe reſolved to put 
all her dependance on her feeling and 
ſincerity of heart; concluding, "ſhe 
was not ſtimulated by any impure 
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attachment, neither by any hope to 
gratify laſcivious inclinations, but 
merely to enjoy the fight of - him, 
which contentment, ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf, would be the only remedy to calm 
her diſtracted mind. Euphemia, who 
loved not leſs the Ducheſs than her- 
ſelf, when ſhe heard the feeble cauſe 
of ſo extraordinary an inclination, 
pitied much her afflicted miſtreſs ; 
nevertheleſs, impatient to give her 
ſome conſolation and relief, and to 
teſtify the ſincere affection ſhe had 


for her, ſhe ſaid : Madam, give ſome 


calm to your uneaſineſs, I beſeech 
you : I requeſt of you the ſpace of 
D 3 two 
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two days only, and I venture to ſay, I 
ſhall be able to contrive ſuch a 
ſcheme, that in a ſhort time you ſhall 
ſee him, who, without having received 
any offence from you, is the cauſe of 
your preſent ſuffering. The Ducheſs, 
comforted by this conſoling hope, 
warmly recommended to Euphemia, to 
do her beſt to give a trial of her aftec- 
tion, with promiſe, if by her means 
her wiſhes ſhould be crowned with 
ſucceſs, the return would not only 
ſurpaſs her expectation, but alſo con- 
vince her of her gratitude. | 
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Euphemia, whoſe head was an in- 
exhauſtible repertory of all kinds of | 
devices, being determined to put her 
inventive faculty to the teſt ;—after 
having revolved in her mind ſeverab 
projects, none appeared more propi- 
tious to her wiſhes and leſs dangerous 
than the following: The delay ſhe. 
requeſted of two days being expired, 
ſhe preſented herſelf to the Ducheſs, 
to whom ſhe ſaid : Madam, it is im- 
poſſible to conceive how my mind has 
been racked for theſe two days, and 
how many times I have checked re- 
morſe of conſcience, to ſatisfy your 
anxiety ; however, after having well 


pon 


54 THE CASTLE OF ERIDAN. 


pondered every thing which occurred 
to my mind, nothing appeared to 
me more expedient, and more worthy 
of your approbation than what I am 
going to ſay, which in ſubſtance 1s 
this : That, for the execution of our 
enterpriſe, you muſt feign to be ill, 
and let yourſelf be brought ſo low, 
that there ſhould be more fear of 
death than hope of recovery, and 
being reduced to this extremity, you 


ſhall make a vow, on recovering your 
health, to go on a fixed time to St · 
James, of Galicia, for which you 
will eaſily obtain leave from the Duke 
your huſband ; then you could fairly 

un- 
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undertake your journey, in company 
with Donna Vincenzia, who will paſs 
this way on her return from Rome, 
without, however, acquainting her of 
your affection for her brother; and 
you may be ſure, for the attention 
you paid her in your houſe, ſhe will 
not fail to offer you her own, where 
you will gratify your eyes with the 
ſight of the object of your journey ; 
I muſt, beſides, acquaint you of a 
thing, which I have kept to myſelf 
till now: I am of opinion, as it would 
be very difficult to accompliſh our 
plan by ourſelves only, to put, with 
your conſent, a third perſon in the 
ſecret, 
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fecret, of whom I can diſpoſe as of 
myſelf; in a word, it is Dr. Ridolfo, 
your own Phyfician, who, (to uſe no 
myſtery,) has courted me for theſe 
two years paſt, with all imaginable 
affection, in hopes to make me his 
wife ; and as I have rather diſregarded 
till now his purſuits, and have not 
permitted him any favour, I am cer- 
tain, if I ſhould only gratify him with 
ſome favourable looks or ſome kiſſes, 
he would venture a thouſand lives, if 
it were poſſible, to pleaſe me: and 
as I know him to be a very obliging 
and learned man, and in great repute, 
he would be of very eſſential fervice in 


Our 
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our ſcheme, therefore I thought it 
neceſſary to appriſe you of it to 
obtain your approbation. The Du- 
cheſs was ſo elated by this ſhort 
diſcourſe, ſo proper to indulge her 
wiſhes, that ſhe embraced her with 
a moſt tender effuſion of joy, and 
faid to her: My dear Euphemia, if | 
you could know what gratitude waits 
you, and what rewards are prepared 
for you, I am certain, although you 
have given me ſuch a great proof of 
your friendſhip, you would. ſtill im- 
prove your attachment to me. I 
promiſe you on my faith, that if our 
attempt be crowned with ſucceſs, I 
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will confider you no longer as one of 


my attendants, but as a relation and 
a boſom friend, for I am ſo ſatisfied 
with the plan you have ſuggeſted, 
that if Fortune ſhould ſmile on us, 
I don't ſee any obſtacle to retard 


— 


our putting it into execution: Em- 
ploy yourſelf only to gain your Doc- 
tor in the manner you think beſt, 
for I conſider him as the moſt neceſ- 
fary man in this plot; as to the reſt, 
leave it to me, for no beggar has ever 
better counterfeited the lame, than I 
Fall counterfeit the patient. 


The 
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The Ducheſs having left Euphe- 


mia, ſhe began a few days after to 


complain moſt pitifully, feigning now 
and then to feel ſharp pains in her 
ſtomach and in her head, ſo that, after 
a repetition of theſe and other female 


complaints as natural as poſſible, 


ſhe was at laſt perſuaded to keep her 
bed, and ſo keen was ſhe in diſſem- 
bling, that a few days after, it was 
the opinion of every one that ſhe was 
in great danger of loſing her life; 
meanwhile Euphemia, with her amo- 
rous allurements to make ſure of 
her Doctor, had ſo effectually cap- 
tivated him, that, with all his great 

know- 
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knowledge in curing the diſtempers 
of the body, he could not cure that 
of his mind; and having by her 
charms obtained full power over him, 
ſhe began to diſcloſe by degrees the 
origin of the Ducheſs's illneſs, the 
ſymptoms of her paſſion, and the 
method ſhe had obſerved in the 
courſe of it; adding, in order to 
have ſtill greater dominion and con- 
troul over him for the ſucceſs of the 
ſcheme in which ſhe had already 
engaged : If he would keep ſecret all 
this, and help them with his advice, 
ſhe would in that very inſtant make 
a ſolemn promiſe to marry him, and 
1n- 
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indulge him in future with all the 
private favours he ſhould wiſh, except 
that which can only be requeſted 
when the marriage has been ſolem- 
nized by the church; and as a token of 
her promiſe, ſhe gave him a moſt en- 
gaging and affectionate kiſs. The Doc- 
tor at this ſudden and unexpected de- 
claration, was rapt in ſuch an ecſtaſy 
of joy, that he thought himſelf already 
more happy than Mars in the boſom 
of Venus; therefore, without heſita- 
tion, he promiſed her to do all that 
was in his power, even at the riſque 
of his life: This affair being ſo hap- 
pily ſettled, the Doctor directly began 
to 
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to attend the Ducheſs, whom he 
found, with her pulſe ſo agitated, 
her tongue ſo altered, and the ſto- 
mach ſo feeble by a ſucceſſion of the 
moſt terrifying convulſions, that her 
life was almoſt deſpaired of ; his great 
experience had procured him ſuch 
high repute, that it was the common 
opinion, he was the moſt ſkilful phy- 
fician of the town; then having 
ordered every one to retire, he pre- 
ſcribed in few words to the ena- 
moured Ducheſs the regimen ſhe had 
to obſerve, and the better to conceal 
the ſecret, ſaid he would bring her 
in the courſe of the day a light per- 

fume, 
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fume, the ſmelling of which would 
throw her at times into ſome ſmall 
fſyncopes, and the frequent uſe of it 
would for ſome time ſo effeQually 
efface the bloom of her face, as to 
make every one believe ſhe had eſ- 
caped from the jaws of death, without 


doing any 1njury to her conſtitution ; 
and ina few days, with ſome other 
draughts, he would reſtore her com- 
plexion to the ſame lively colours ſhe 
had before ; all which was very much 
approved by the Ducheſs, and every 
one of -them played ſo wel his own 
part, that a few days after, the com- 
mon report through the town was, 
that 


3 
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that the Ducheſs was in a very dan- 


gerous way. 


The Duke being apprized of theſe 
afflicting circumſtances, cauſed all the 
Doctors of Turin to hold a conſulta- 
tion, and to take into their ſerious 
conſideration the critical and threat- 
ening paroxyſm of the Ducheſs; 
and the moſt reputed among them 
being aſſembled in the room with the 
Duke, ſome of them, after ſhe had 
been perfumed according to her Doc- 
tor's direction, ſeeing her fainting 
away ſeveral times, began ſeriouſly to 
doubt of her recovery; and after a 

ſhort 
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hort conference upon the caſe with 
Doctor Ridolfo, being quite at a loſs 
what method they ſhould purſue, they 
informed the Duke, that it was neceſ- 


fary, at all events, ſhe ſhould be pre- 


pared 1n caſe the paroxyſm ſhould be 


fatal, for they had obſerved in her 
ſome ſymptoms, which uſually precede 
a diſſolution. The inconſolable Duke 
(for he was extremely fond of her) 
ſent for the Suffragan of the Biſhop 
of Turin, a Prieſt of eminent piety, 
to aſſiſt her in ſo awful a moment, to 
whom ſhe made her confeſſion in ſo 
feeble and languid a voice, as to in- 
duce a belief that ſhe was at her luſt 

\ breath, 
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breath, and after a ſhort preparatory 
exhortation, ſhe gave him to under- 
ftand that the moment of her exit was 
approaching, recommending her poor 
foul to his prayers. The Suffragan 
being gone, the Duke, and a few no- 
blemen of the firſt rank, and ſome 
ladies walked into her room ; but no 
ſooner were they admitted, than ſhe 
abandoned herſelf to ſuch a dehrium, 
as to terrify every one preſent, and 
after having been apparently ſeized 
with dreadful” convulſions, ſhe re- 
mained ſpeechleſs, which diſmal 
ſcene ſtruck the attendants with fear, 
all believing her ſoul was ſtruggling 

to 
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to quit the body; ſome cried out, 
Madam, invoke Jeſus to your aſſiſt- 
ance, others, .St. Joſeph; but the 
alert Euphemia knowing better what 
Saint her miſtreſs was to invoke, 
took her by the arms, and in ſhaking 
her rather roughly, cried very loudly, 
Madam, invoke St. James, who has 
ſo many times delivered you from 
paſt dangers. The Ducheſs then, as a 
perſon awakened from a {ound ſleep, 
rolling her eyes in her head, and 
ſhaking in a moſt ſtrange manner all 
her body, began to articulate with a 
ſtammering voice : O glorious apoſtle 


St. James, in whom, from my youth, 
I always 
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I always had a great confidence, be 
now my protector in this cruel and 
dying conflict, and I make a vow, 


if I ſhould recover my health, to go 


in perſon to honour thy holy body, 


to the very place where it repoſes. 
Having thus ended her mock prayer, 
ſhe feigned to. ſleep for two or three 
hours, which induced all the com- 
pany to retire, except the Duke, who 
could not depart from her till ſhe 
ſhould awake; ſpending all this in- 
terval in offering prayers to God for 
the recovery of his loyal ſpouſe. 
After having ſo well played her part, 
a few hours after feigning to have re- 


covered 
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covered a little her ſenſes, ſhe began 
to ſtretch her arms and legs in ſuch a 


manner, that in hearing the ruſtling 


= ſhe made, one would have been in- 


duced to think, ſhe had been deli- 
vered from ſome very affecting de- 
preflion, and caſting a pitiful look 
upon the Duke, her huſband, (who 
was holding his head down upon 
her pillow) ſhe threw her right arm 
in a languid manner round his neck, 
and in embracing him, ſhe ſaid : Now, 
Sir, that I ſee myſelf ſomewhat out 
of the dreadful danger, which threat- 
ened my diſſolution, permit me to em- 
brace you, the only comfort which, 

for 
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for theſe three hours I dreaded fo 
much to loſe, but thanks be given to 
God, and to the Saint to whom TI 
vowed myſelf, I find my health ſo 
far better, that if no relapſe happens, 
I ſhall prevent you from marrying a 
ſecond time. The dejected Duke, 
on hearing theſe conſoling words, felt 
a ſudden joy diffuſe itſelf in his heart, 
ſo that he was not able to utter a 
ſingle word, and with his eyes melted 
in tears, he looked at her with an 
admiration, as if he had been falling 
into a ſwoon ; but ſome one was liſt- 
ening at the door, who on hearing 
them ſpeak, went in, and finding the 
| Ducheſs 
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Ducheſs ſomewhat better than ex- 
pected, the agreeabie news was imme- 


diately ſpread throughout the town ; 


and as ſhewas much beloved by all the 


people, proceſſions and other forms of 
thankſgiving, uſed on ſimilar occaſi- 
ons, were performed through all the 
Dukedom on account of this happy 
change. 


The Ducheſs by degrees began to 
find taſte in her food, and her health 
grew every day better and better, 
at laſt ſhe found herſelf as well as 
ever, excepting the wound ſhe carried 
every where in her heart which ſhe 


re- 
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received by the attractive portrait ot 
Don Alvares, made by his fiſter in 
the flower-garden. While ſhe was 
daily nouriſhing her amorous thoughts, 
Donna Vincenzia arrived from Rome, 
and went, according to her promiſe, 
to pay a viſit to the Ducheſs, and 
after many proteſtations of mutual 
friendſhip, the Ducheſs acquainted 
her, that ſince her departure from 
Turin, ſhe had almoſt all the time 
been confined to her bed, afflicted 
with a very ſerious illneſs; that, how- 
ever, with the aſſiſtance of God, and 
the interceſſion of St. James (to whom 
ſhe had vowed herſelf) ſhe had re- 

covered 


THE CASTLE OF ERIDAN. 73 


covered her health; and if ſhe could 
prevail upon the Duke, her huſband, 
ſhe would be very happy to undertake 
the journey in her company. Donna 
Vincenzia approved very much her 
reſolution, and neglected nothing to 
encourage her good intention ; paint- 
ing to her in the moſt lively manner, 
the many and ſurpriſing ſingularitieg 
ſhe would ſee in Spain; the nume- 
rous and brilliant company of noble- 
men and ladies, who, at her arrival, | 
(if ſhe would deign to honour her 
houſe) would emulate one another 
in teſtifying their eſteem and reſpect 
to ſo great a Princeſs as ſhe was; far 

E from. 
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from thinking that all theſe encou- 
raging invitations were unneceſſary to 
one whom an inward ſpur hurried 
more than all theſe inducements. 
The Ducheſs, weary of delaying any 
longer, and ſeeing the Duke one 
morning in a good humour, ſeized 
the favourable opportuity, and ad- 
dreſſed him thus: I believe, Sir, my 
paſt dangers are ſtill freſh in your 
recollection, as well as the intollera- 
ble torments I ſuffered in my illneſs, 
and the vow I made on recovering 
my health ; now finding myſelf quite 
re-eſtabliſhed and perfectly well, I am 
very anxious, with your permiſſion, to 
fulfil 
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fulfil it, and undertake this journey; 


s eſpecially on having an opportunity ſo 
Ss favourable by the return of the 


Spaniſh lady, concerning whom, not 
long ago, I had a converſation with 
you reſpecting her journey to Rome, 
who would be very happy in my 
company; conſidering befides, I 
ſhould be a perjurer if I did not 
fulfil it: and as I muſt ſoon or late 
pay this debt ſo incumbent on me, 
it is more convenient and honourable 
I ſhould go with ſo reſpectable a 
companion, than otherwiſe. The af- 
fectionate Duke, granted her without 
heſitation the long-wiſhed-for per- 


B 2 miſſion, 
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miſſion, far from thinking the Ducheſs 
could entertain ſuch a treaſonable 


ſcheme of infidelity in her heart. 


Proper orders were then directly 
given to prepare all that was requiſite 
| for ſuch an occaſion, with a choſen 
number of noblemen and ladies for 
her ſuite ; among whom Euphemia, 
and Dr. Ridolfo were not forgot; and, 
being all dreſſed as pilgrims, they 
went out of the town, and having in 
a few days croſſed the frozen Alps, 
and ſoon after arrived in the coun- 
ty of Rouflilion, they entered the 
Spaniſh territory. The Ducheſs, on 

finding 
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finding herſelf arrived near the place, 


vhere ſhe expected to ſee the object of 


her long pilgrimage, requeſted, in a 


genteel manner, Donna Vincenzia and 


her company not to tell to any one who 
ſne was; and advancing with ſhort 
paces, talking of various and pleaſing 
objects, which now and then preſented 
themſelves to their view, in a few 
hours they arrived near the country 
feat of Don Alvares. Donna Vin- 
cenzia requeſted the Ducheſs to per- 
mit her to ſend ſome of her ſervants 
to acquaint her brother of their arri- 
val; to which the Ducheſs graciouſly 
conſented; and the meſſenger having 
luckily 
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luckily met him, and informed him of 
the arrival of his filter, and of the 
Ducheſs of Savoy, the motive of her 


Journey, and the very friendly recep- 


tion made to his ſiſter at Turin, and 


above all, expatiated much upon 
her extraordinary beauty; Don Al- 


vares was not fo fimple as not to ſuſ- 


pet, that in attempting ſuch a long 


and painful journey on foot, the Du- 
cheſs had under it concealed ſome 
other more preſſing motives, which 
perhaps the letter he had received 
from his ſiſter made him ſurmiſe. 


But diſſembling for the moment what 


he thought of it, he directly gave 


orders 
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orders that thirty or forty gentle- 
men, his vaſſals, ſhould be properly 
equipped; with whom (feigning to 


go a hunting after a hare) he took 


the road towards the Ducheſs, and 
Donna Vincenzia having perceived 
him at a diſtance, ſaid to her; (point- 
ing to Don Alvares) Madam, the 
gentleman you ſee prancing upon that 
white Spaniſh genet is my brother, 
with ſome of his vaſſals; then Don 
Alvares after having for a few minutes 
mancœuvred his horſe with wonder- 
ful dexterity and grace alighted, and 
accoſting her in a very reſpectful 
manner, ſaid (after having kiſſed 

her 


"ne 
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her hand :) Madam, I am fully per- 
ſuaded, that if the Knights Errand 
of former times, who have left an 
eternal memory of themſelves by 
numberleſs ſtupendous victories, had 
been ſo happy as to meet in their 
adventures ſuch pilgrims, they would 
very readily have abandoned the 
lance and the javelin, and taken the 
ſtaff and the capuchin. Then the 
Ducheſs, who poſſeſſed all the graces 
of an high education, with a pleafing 
countenance, not without ſome little 
bluſhing at his very flattering com- 
pliment, made the following anſwer 
in his own language : Alas! my 

| Lord, 
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Lord, if the Knights you ſpeak of 
had felt the happineſs you ſay, on 
meeting the pilgrims you ſuppoſe, we 
hope in a like manner, the ſaint to 
whom we have vowed ourſelves, and 
in conſideration of whom, we have 
undertaken this perilous and fatiguing 
journey, will be in our favour ; other- 
wiſe our trouble will be totally loſt, 


and our pilgrimage ill employed. 


After mutual and amorous intro- 
ductions, the gallant Don Alvares 
taking the Ducheſs under his arm, 
conducted her as far as his caſtle, 
talking with her of ſuch things as 

| I ſuit 
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ſuit congenial minds. The rare and 
wonderful beauty which ſhone in the 
happy Ducheſs was ſo great, that he 
could nor conceal his ſurpriſe, which 
neither the fatigue of a painful and 
long journey, nor the darts of a burn- 
ing ſun could ſo effectually alter, 
that her eclipſed charms ſhould not 
ſtill have a full power to captivate 
the moſt averſe and frozen heart. 
The pleaſure, however, which Don 
Alvares felt in admiring the Ducheſs, 
was not to be compared with that, 
which her anxious eyes proved in con- 


templating the exceedingly beautiful 


face of Don Alvares, his elegant per- 


ſon, 
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ſon, and all the graces with which 
nature, improved by the advan- 
tages of cultivated talents and acade- 
mical exerciſes, had ſo eminently 
adorned him ; and ſhe thought within 
herſelf, all what ſhe had heard from 
his ſiſter was but a feeble picture in 


compariſon with ſeeing himſelf in 


perſon ; perſuaded that it was impoſ-- 
ſible there could exiſt any other 


equal in merits to the knight in her 


preſence, Although her affection for 
him was very fervent, yet her judgment 
was not however led away by a tranſ- 
port of paſſion ; notwithſtanding all 
the Hiſtorians, Latin, Spaniſh and 


Italian, 
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Italian, that have ſpoken of Don 
Alvares, agree he was ſo wonderfully 
handſome, that all the princes of his 
| time, famous for beauty, had no pre- 


tence to preference. 


The diſappointed Ducheſs, after 
having by her affectionate manners 
and pleaſing countenance hinted to 
him the inward ſentiments of her 
heart, without obtaining that return 
ſhe expected, determined to leave the 
caſtle, ad depart early in the morning 
without his knowledge; and as ſoon 
as the dawn of day began to 
appear, ſhe went to the apartment of 
Donna Vincenzia, whom ſhe moſt 

; affectionately 
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affectionately thanked for her agreeable 
company, and the great courteſy re- 
ceived in her houſe; and after having 
taken her leave, ſhe reſumed her jour- 
ney with her ſuite. Don Alvares hav- 
ing been a few hours after acquainted 
with her departure, took it very ill, 
for he was far from expecting ſhe 
would quit ſo abruptly the caſtle, 
without even taking leave of him. 
But having for a little time conſidered 
what could have been her motives, 
he ſaw plainly that the fault lay on 
his fide; and that this great princeſs 
had purpoſely undertaken this jour- 
ney, as he thought, to pay him a 


vilit ; 
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viſit ; reproaching himſelf for having 
been too much upon the reſerve in an- 
ſwering her politeneſs, and for not hav- 
ing offered his ſervices in a more preſſ- 
ing and affectionate manner : provok- 


ed, therefore, by his indifference, ſhe 


ſuddenly departed, without taking any 


notice of him. Attributing the fault 
entirely to his reſerved courtſhip, he 
inſtantly followed her on horſeback, 


accompanied only by two pages; and 


as his horſe was a very ſwift one, he 


ſoon after perceived her on the great 
road leading to the ſhrine of Saint 
James; and having alighted, he went 
along with her the ſpace of about 

four 
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four mules, entreating her with the 
moſt perſuaſive and energetic reaſons, 
to pardon him if he had committed 
any fault; beſeeching her moſt ear- 
neſtly above all to tell him, from 
what diſpleaſure ſhe had been induced 
to quit his houſe in ſo ſudden and 


ſecret a manner; adding, if ſhe would 


give him leave, he ſhould be very 
happy, not only to ſee her as far as 
the ſanctuary, but alſo to accompany 


her to Turin, in a manner as ſuitable 


as poſſible to her great rank. Then 


purſuing his defence, interrupted by 
frequent ſighs : Madam, ſaid he, for- 


tune would have been far more fa- 


yourable 


2 
CCC - <= 


— — ng — 


88 THE CASTLE OF ERIDAN. 


vourable to me, if, when my ſiſter 


made the vow to go to Rome, I had 


uw ———— ——— — 
— — — ———— — — — - — - - — — 
* 
* 


loſt the battle againſt my enemies; 
her vow would have remained with- 
out effect, and all my misfortunes 
ended with the loſs of a few of my 
ſubjects: but, alas! I feel within 


myſelf, fince your arrival in this 
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country, ſo cruel a war, and my heart 
expoſed to ſuch aſſaults, that unable 
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to reſiſt them any longer, I muſt 
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| confeſs myſelf utterly conquered and 
| _ captivated, without knowing to whom | 
; | to addreſs my complaints but to you, 
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the only ſource of all my ſuffering; 0 


and what grieyes me ſtillmore, is, to 6 
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obſerve your cruel indifference, and 
that in order to bring. me to the 
verge of the precipice, this morning 
you forſook my houſe, diſdaining to 
ſee me; which rigour has excited in 
me ſuch diſtracting perplexity, that 
death is far preferable to the life I 
endure, Let me then implore your 
humanity to treat me with leſs ſeve- 
rity, if you don't wiſh to have realized 
in me what you would be ſorry to 
ſee in an enemy, which would be no 
leſs than to accelerate the period of 
my life in a moſt deſperate manner. 
Certain it is, the griefs Don Alvares 


endured were not exaggerated in his 


pitiful 
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pitiful complaints; for, in uttering 
them, the anguiſh he ſuffered was ſo 
expreſſive by the flood of tears which 
ran from his eyes over his languid 
face, that, overpowered in this con- 
flict, he appeared to have no other 
chance than that of an approaching 
cataſtrophe. 


The Ducheſs at this fight was ſo 
fully convinced of his ſincere affec- 
tion, that fearing leſt her farther cool- 
neſs might be the fatal cauſe of loſing 
the precious object of all her thoughts, 


ſaid to him: Don Alvares, I cannot 


conceive what you would have me to 
do, 
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do, neither why you ſhould impute 
to me the cauſe of your ſuffering, 
conſidering if you ſhould fall ill 
through. me, my griefs would be 
ſuch as to force me to neglect all 
cares to preſerve any longer my mi- 
ſerable exiſtence; calm then your 
mind, for I am entirely yours, and 
don't be in any concern, if, in the 
eyes of the public, I appear otherwiſe 
than I am ; for I would rather ſuffer 
a thouſand deaths, than any one of 
my ſuite ſhould perceive a ſpark of 
the fire that devours me night and 
day. So great is my affection for 
you, that if you had only felt one 

| hour 
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hour what I endure, inſtead of re- 
proaching me with cruelty, you would 
pity me for having been ſo long de- 
prived of your ſweet preſence ; and 
without the fixed image of your per- 
fon in my mind, and the firm hope 
of ſeeing you one day, it would have 
been impoſlible for me to have reſiſted 
for a length of time, the inceflant and 
impetuous aſſaults which love gives 
to my languiſhing heart. I muſt, 
however, confeſs, the cold reception 
I had from you on our firſt interview, 
induced. me to think it proceeded 
from ſome unfavourable opinion you 
had formed of me, or from having 
perhaps 
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perhaps thought me too liberal of my 
honour, for having abandoned the 
country where I command, in order 
to render myſelf the ſlave of your 
favours. Theſe ſuppoſitions induced 
me to quit your houſe in the manner 
I did ; but now, perſuaded as I am of 
my miſtake by your tears and con- 
fuſion, I avow my fault, and I en- 
treat you to forget it, pledging my 
word, that on my return from Saint 
James's Church, I ſhall make full 
amends, and give you ample ſatis- 
faction on the very place where I 
committed the fault, by remaining 
your captive for ſome time, without 


6 | re- 
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requeſting my liberty, till I have 
made an atonement for my tranſ- 
greſſions by an agreeable penance, 
You muſt, however, for the preſent 
be ſatisfied with my generous pro- 
miſe, and go back to your caſtle ; 
| leſt ſome of my ſuite, more ſaga- 
cious than the reſt, ſhould perceive 
in me what I never gave occaſion 
to ſuſpect. Don Alvares acquieſced 
in it more to pleaſe her than other- 
wiſe; for the beauty and charming 
graces of the Ducheſs were ſo deep- 
ly engraven in his heart, that he 
would have preferred never to part 
from her; but, alas while they 


had 
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had ſo happily arranged their future 
enjoyment, treacherous fortune had 
prepared for them a fatal ſnare, which 
overthrew ſo effectually their contriv- 
ance, that the event turned out quite 
contrary to their expectations. Now 
we ſhall leave the Ducheſs to per- 
form her journey, and Don Alvares 
to cheriſh his paſſion, that we may 
return to her huſband. 


The Duke, about a month after 
the departure of the Ducheſs, be- 
ginning to feel the effects of her 
abſence, and unable to bear it by the 
great affection he had for her, and 
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conſidering likewiſe his great impru- 
dence (being ſiſter of a mighty king, 
and wife of ſo great a prince) to have 
permitted her to go as a runaway into 
ſo diſtant a country, and apprehending, 
if any accident ſhould happen to her, 
the blame would fall upon him, re- 
ſolved to aſſemble his private coun- 
cil to remedy his fault. The matter 
being under conſideration before him, 
the unanimous opinion of them all 
was, that the Duke had been too 
eaſily prevailed upon by the Ducheſs, 
and in caſe of any ſiniſter event, it 
would be a difficult taſk to juſlify 
himſelf, adding, that the fear of diſ- 
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pleaſing him hindered them from de- 
hvering their ſentiments in due time 
upon the impropriety of it, thinking 
the moſt expedient way would be, 
that the Duke ſhould give immedi- 
ate notice of his intention to go in 
perſon by ſea to fetch her back 
from Gallicia. And every thing being 
in order, he ſet ſail with a numerous 
ſuite of the firſt noblemen of his 
court; and the wind was ſo much in 
his favour, that he arrived at Saint 
James's before her; and finding ſhe 
had not yet reached the ſanctuary, 
ſome pilgrims informed him ſhe was 
coming on at a flow pace, and 
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would ſoon arrive, for they had left 


her and her company about three days 


journey from the place. At which 


intelligence the Duke was very well 


pleaſed, and immediately ſent ſome 


of his courtiers towards her. Thoſe 


that had this charge met her ſoon 


after with all her attendants; by whom 


ſhe was informed of the Duke's arri- 
val, and the cauſe why he left Turin. 
The Ducheſs did not reliſh much 


this news, wiſhing rather he ſhould 


have ſpired his trouble; neverthe- 
leſs, prefeiring her honour to her af- 
fection, ſhe haſicned to come to him, 


and made uſe of all the art in her 
power 


THE CASTLE OF ERIDAN. 99 


power to expreſs great joy in ſeeing 
him ; pretending to feel very much 
for his having expoſed himſelf to ſo 
many dangers, to afford her ſome 
conſolation in her long and painful 
journey. Afterward they entered 
with great devotion into the church, 
where the Ducheſs, after having ſaid 
ſome prayers, began to ſee the reſiſt- 
ance of God to her wicked deſigns, and 
that the good Duke was protected by 
his providence from her unparalleled 
duplicity; and entering into herſelf, 
ſhe began to ſhed tears of true repent- 
ance for her premeditated wrong; 
and being overpowered by remorſe of 
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conſcience, ſhe made a firm reſolution 
to obliterate Don Alvares and his 
beauty from her mind, giving at the 
fame time thanks to God for not 
having, through his providential 
grace, permitted her attachment to 
have gone beyond the bounds of 
honour; and the made a reſolution, 
not only to forget Don Alvares in 
future, but alſo to cut aſunder this 
amorous connection. And having 
firmly determined ſo to do, ſhe ſolicited 
moſt earneſtly the Duke to conduct 
her back ; to which, with the greateſt 


ingenuouſneſs, he conſented ; and all 


the equipments by ſea being ready, they 
ſet 
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ſet fail for Marſeilles, and the wind 
being very propitious, in a few days 
they reached its port; when tired of 
the ſea, orders were given for horſes to 
carry them by land to Turin, where, 
for a certain ſpace of time, they lived 
moſt happily together. Don Alvares 
wearied by the long delay of the 
Ducheſs, ſent a gentleman on purpoſe 


to Gallicia to know the cauſe of this 


ſurpriſing diſappointment ; who at his 
return aſſured him, the Duke had 
come in perſon to ſeek the Ducheſs, 
and had brought her back to Turin 
by fea. At this unexpected and 


piercing news he loſt all patience, and 


revolving 
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revolving for ſome days in his diſtract- 
ed mind what ſtep to take, he made 
a reſolution, after having ſettled his 
domeſtic affairs, to pay her a viſit at 
Turin. 


While the things were in this pre- 
dicament on both ſides, the Germans, 
having levied a numerous army, made 
an irruption into France, pillaging 
and burning all the country through 
which they paſſed. As ſoon as the 
King of France heard of it, he or- 
dered the Duke of Savoy to march 
with the French Gens-d'armes. The 
Duke, on this intimation, before leav- 
ing 
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ing the capital, choſe the Count de 
Pancalieri for his Lieutenant General, 
with full power to govern the Duke 
dom during his abſence. 


This Count de Pancalieri was a de- 
ſcendant of the ancient family of the 
Arduins, a man of intrepid courage, 

and great penetration in the manage- 
ment of publick affairs, and of ſuch 
an impenetrable ſagacity in promoting 


i 
Lo 


not only his own intereſt and ambiti- 


„ . 


ous views, but alſo in concealing his 
pride and vindictive diſpoſition, that 
he had already obtained from the 
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generoſity, not only the government of 
Turin, and to be Great Maſter of the 
Artillery, but had been created be- 
ſides one of the Knights of the Su- 
preme Order of the Annunciation, 
inſtituted in thoſe days by the Duke 
of Savoy, in commemoration of the 
glorious victory obtained by Prince 
Eugene, his brother, Over the Otto- 
man forces, in taking back from them, 
on the day of the Annunciation of 
our Lady, the Iſle of Rhodes, then. 
the reſidence of the Grand Maſter 
of the Order, now called of Malta. 
The Count being, therefore, inveſt- 
ed with full power over the 


Duke's 
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Duke's dominions, and having often 
occaſion to confer in a familiar man- 
ner with the Ducheſs, ſeeing her fo 


handſome, and adorned with ſo many 


graces, could not haye ſo much com- 
mand over himſelf as not to fall in 
love with her; and this new flame ac- 


quiring every day additional firength, - 


he forgot himſelf ſo far as to diſcloſe 
it to her. But the Ducheſs, who was 
firmly determined to guard her ho- 
nour, deteſting all kind of laſcivious 
diſcourſes, adviſed him to be in fu- 
ture more reſerved, and not to have 
the audacity to addreſs ſimilar lan- 
guage to a princeſs of her rank ; re- 
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preſenting to him, how unbecoming it 
was 1n a gentleman to be ſo raſh and 
preſumptuous, as to utter to a great 
lady language of that kind, without 
having firſt perceived in her behaviour 
ſome figns of friendſhip ; which opi- 
nion could not be entertained of her, 
for, in all the courſe of her life ſhe 
never had given any ground, neither to 
him nor to any other, to ſuſpect the 
delicacy of her honour. The Count 
rather confuſed by this unexpected 
rebuke, took his leave ; but he, ac- 
cording, to the cuſtom of lovers, flat- 
tering himſelf not to be abſolutely 
excluded on the firſt attempt, deter 


mined 
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mined to renew the attack, and with 
the warmeſt and 'moſt energetic ſoli- 
citations entreated her to have pity on 
him; repreſenting to her that tlie ve- 
hemence of his paſſion was ſuch, that 
without her indulgence it would put 


an end to his life, and her hu- 


manity alone could prevent it. The 
Ducheſs, exceedingly provoked at 
this audacious language, intcrrupted 
him, and ſaid: Count, I thought my 
firſt reſentment would have tilenced 


you, and deterred you from purſuing 


any more your inſolent attempt. 
Have you, continued ſhe, already for- 
got the rank to which the Duke, my 

huiband, 
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huſband, has raiſed you ? Is this the 
faithful return you prepare for him ? 
After having conſtituted you ſupreme 
Lieutenant over all his dominions, you 
attempt now the pre-eminence over 
his nuptial bed. Know then, once 
for all, if ever you have the impu- 
dence to renew ſuch an inſulting 
requeſt, I ſwear on the faith of a 
Princeſs, to puniſh you in a manner 
that ſhall ſerve as an example to all 
traitors like you. 


The Count finding himſelf ſo ſevere- 


ly treated and abuſed, being beſides in 
fear leſt the Duke on his return ſhould 
be 
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be acquainted with his proceeding, 
turned his great love into an implaca- 
ble hatred, determining whatever might 


happen, to contrive by all poſſible 


means the utter ruin of the offended 
Ducheſs. And, after having revolved 
ſeveral plots in his mind, there came 
into his head, by the inſtigation of 
the devil, a moſt helliſn one; which 


was, to induce a nephew of his, and 


the only future heir, (for he had no 
children) who was about twenty years 
of age, and one of the moſt handſome 
and accompliſhed noblemen of the 
court, to pay his addreſſes to the 
Ducheſs; and being a few days 

after 
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after walking together in a remote 
part of his own garden, he ſaid to 
this youth (who depended entirely 
on him:) Nephew, you well know that 
all the hopes you have in this world 
are in me only. Conſidering you 
as a ſon, and having no ſucceflor 
but you, I have made and conſtituted 
you my ſole heir, on condition you 
ſhould in future always keep yourſelf 
near my perſon, and obey me in all 
things I ſhould command you, eſpe- 
cially in thoſe on which your welfare 
and aggrandiſement depend. The 
Duke, as you know, is very old, and 


is now abſent, and his life expoſed 
every 
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every day to the hazards of war; if it 
happen that he ſhould die, or fall 
in battle, I have it in contemplation to 
raiſe you, by marrying you to ſome ye- 
ry great lady and were it practicable . 
for you to obtain the Ducheſs, it is im- 
poſſible to conceive the advantages 
which will accrue to you and your poſ- 
terity; the achievement of which does 
not appear to me very difficult, if you 
will but be guided by my advice. Or 
at leaſt, if you cannot ſucceed to the ti- 
tle of huſband, you can, I am ſure, ma- 
nage that of a friend: you have ahand- 
ſome preſence, and are the Ducheſs's 


favourite beſides; for I have often 
ob- 
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obſerved in her words, that honour 
alone has been till now the trouble- 
ſome obſtacle to her diſcloſing her 
affection for you ; diſpoſe then of my 
riches as you ſhall think proper ; ſpare 
nothing to appear ſplendid, and let it 
be henceforth your only ſtudy to 
pleaſe and gratify her in every thing, 
and time will unfold what it has till 
now concealed from you for want of 


experience. 


This unfortunate young gentleman, 
putting all his confidence in the trea- 


ſonable inventions of his uncle, (whom 
he conſidered as a father) began 


to 


r 
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to court the Ducheſs with an uncom- 
mon attention. indulging his amorous 
and furtive looks, or uttering words 
| not leſs expreſſive by their modeſty, 
| than energetic by the timorous reſ- 
pect he entertained for her ; in a word, 
neglecting nothing Eich nature and 
art could ſuggeſt to ingratiate himſelf 
in her favour; ſparing no expenſe in 
all kind of diverfi. ns and ſplendour, 
to ſucceed in the glorious attempt. 
Having for ſome months conſtantly 
obſerved this method, he attracted the 
attention of the Ducheſs, ſhe therefore 
thought it but reaſonable in return to 
ſhew ſome partiality for the civilities 

this 
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this young courtier paid her, by taking 
now and then ſome particular notice of 
him, not ſo much for the unaffected 
and ſingular beauty with which nature 
had favoured him, as for his diſtin- 
guiſhed affability above all other pages 
of her court; never ſuſpecting he could 
have any diſhoneſt view concealed un- 
dertheſecxpenſiveattentions; nor could 
ſhe imagine the deep malice of his 
uncle to be the cauſc, whole ſole hap- 
pineſs in this world, was to be 


revenged on the Duchels. 


But the Count, unable to bear any 


longer in his heart the cruel vengeance 
he 
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he had meditated, and impatient 
to put it into execution, ſent for 
his nephew, and ſpoke to him thus: 
My dear boy, I foreſee thou wilt be 
one of the moſt happy and powerful 


Princes in all Europe, if thou haſt. 


adroitneſs enough to attempt it; for 
the Ducheſs not only loves thee, but 
ſhe is viſibly withering away by the ve- 
hemence of the flame, which thou 
haſt kindled in her heart; but know 
this: Women are aſhamed, and wiſh 
to be ſolicited in ſecret, and they like 
a man who contrives to deceive them 
by ſurpriſe, in order that they may ap- 
pear to have been compelled by trea- 

chery 
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chery to grant what they would very 
willingly offer, if they were not 
bridled by a little ſhame ; believe 
me, for I have thus ſucceeded many 
times with great pleaſure ; therefore, 
truſt in me, and put into execution 
the advice I am going to give thee, 
then thou thyſelf wilt acknowledge 
before to-morrow evening, how great 
is the affection I have for thee. I 
expect then, when a convenient mo- 
ment ſhall preſent itſelf, thou wilt 


ſecretly enter into the Ducheſs's room, 
and ſo hide thyſelf under her bed 
that nobody ſhall ſee thee, and keep 
thyſelf there till half paſt one; and 

when 
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when thou ſhalt ſee the lady in wait- 
ing has fallen into a ſound ſleep, then 
thou ſhalt ſlowly come out, and ap- 
proaching her, thou ſhalt tell her 
thy name ; and I am firmly of opinion, 
conſidering the burning love ſhe has 
for thee, and the long abſence of her 
huſband, ſhe will in a moſt affec- 
tionate manner receive thee into her 
arms, and indulge thee in thoſe 
tender embraces, with which amorous 


women make their lovers completely 


happy. 


The unwary youth falling into the 


inare of theſe deceitful allurements, 
| think- 
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thinking, perhaps, that it was a thing 
contrived with the Ducheſs, or more 
likely in obedience to his uncle, who 
was honoured as a king, acquieſced 
in this treacherous and abominable 
command ; and having ſeized the 
opportunity, he concealed himſelf 
. accordingly. While he was waiting 
the moment to put into execution 
the orders of his parricide uncle, who, 
a little before midnight, fearing his 
treaſon ſhould come to light, took 
with him three counſellors and ſome 
guards of the caſtle, into which he 
could, as the Duke's Lieutenant, go in 


and out at all times; and without giv- 


ing 
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ing any reaſon for ſo doing, he went 
ſuddenly to the Ducheſs's room, and 
having knocked at the door, he ſaid: 


The Duke is arrived, and aſked to 


have the door opened ; he went in 
with all the company, ſome having 
lighted torches in their hands; the 


Count drew his ſword, and like a man 


furious and out of his ſenſes, began 
to examine here and there, and at 
laſt under the bed of the Duchels ; 
he ordered that his nephew ſhould be 
dragged out, and without giving him 


time to pronounce a fingle word, leſt 


his terrible iniquity ſhould be diſco- 
vered, he ſaid : Perfidious adulterer, 


thou 
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thou ſhalt die, and in ſaying ſo, he 
| ſtabbed him with the ſword through 
the body. Still fearing he might be 
able to articulate ſome words, he 
redoubled his ferocity, by piercing 
him through the throat with ſuch 
violence, that the poor innocent ne- 
phew, after ſome little ſtruggle, fell 
dead on the floor. When, having 
ſheathed his ſword, he turned himſelf 
towards the counſellors, and addreſſed 
them in theſe words: My friends, this 
is not the firſt day, that my debauched 
nephew has entertained a laſcivious 
and criminal intercourſe with the 
Ducheſs, and my ſword has ſpared 

6 him 
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him from being burnt alive,. or being 
quartered by four horſes, according to 
the law ; for theſe were the puniſh- 
ments which ought to have been in- 
flicted upon him for the enormity of 
his crime. Concerning the Ducheſs, 
I ſuſpend her puniſhment ; for, you 
well know the ancient law of the Great 
Alaric is, that a woman, of whatever 
rank ſhe may be, when accuſed of 
adultery, if in the ſpace of a year and 
a day ſhe does not find a champion 


to eſpouſe the defence of her inno- 


cence, ought to be burnt alive ; but, 
in conſideration of the great favours 
] have received from the Duke, her 
huſband, and the duty of the pre- 


G eminent, 
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eminent rank to which he has raiſed 
me, to-morrow I ſhall diſpatch a 
courier to inform him of what has 
happened; meanwhile the Ducheſs 
ſhall be confined under a ſtrong guard, 
in the ſame priſon* where the traitor 
Witri was confined for having deli- 
vered Coni to the French and Spa- 
niards; and ſhe ſhall have a lady of 


her choice to attend her. 
The 


* '7his priſon was a large room on the 
ground floor, paved with ſtones, having 
#woſmall round windows near the ceiling 
with iron bars, on the north fide of the 


caſtle. Againſt the wall run a ſink, 


receives 
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The Ducheſs, however, being en- 
dowed with a ſound and clear jud g- 
ment, directly ſuſpected the black 
treaſon of the Count ; and caſting 
her eyes upon the betrayed vouth, 
and pierced with horror and grief in 
' ſeeing kim in his laſt convulſi ve pangs, 
rolling his eyes in ſearch of death, 
and his pale and ſenſeleſs corpſe 
extended on the ground giving up 


| G 2 his 


1 


2 


which receives all the filth of the diffe- 
rent parts of the caſtle, which cauſed an 
intolerable flench. In this place the poor 
Ducheſs paſſed the year of her confine- 
ment, 
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his laſt breath, ſhe exclaimed : 0 
innocent ſoul! which not long ago 
vivified this body, thou art now in a 
place where thou ſeeſt clearly the 
iniquity of thy parricide uncle. Hav- 
ing thus ſpoke with her arms acroſs 
her breaſt, ſhe remained almoſt life- 
leſs ; then turning her eyes from the 
horrible ſcene, ſhe requeſted the 
counſellors to inter the corpſe, and 
reſtore it to the earth from which it 
had received its original form ; For, 
ſaid ſhe, he has not deſerved to be 
ſuſpended on a tree as food for rave- 
nous birds. They granted her requeſt, 
not however without ſuſpecling her 


and 
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and the page of ſome intrigues, from 
obſerving ſhe only excuſed the inno- 
cent page, without ſaying any thing 
to juſtify herſelf. 


As ſoon as this flagitious tranſaction 
ſpread through the city, the conſterna- 
tion and murmurs of the people were 
ſuch, as if the city had been given 
up to pillage; for, the Ducheſs was 
ſo much beloved and efteemed by all 
her ſubjects for her virtues and affa- 


bility, that every one felt her misfor- 
tune as his own. 


The Count ſpent all the day to 


prepare 
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prepare his diſpatches ; and, having 
cauſed every circumſtance to be re- 
giſtered in due form as it happened, 
ordered the counſellors and guards 
to ſign his letters. And every thing 
being thus arranged, he ſent with the 
greateſt diligence two couriers, one 
to England to inform the King her 
brother, and the other to the Duke; 
who being arrived at their deſtination, 
preſented their diſpatches, to which 
both the brother and the huſband 
gave full faith; for, by having lain 
his nephew, the fact was put out of 


all doubt ; as any one would naturally 


ſuppoſe, that an uncle could not be 
o 
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ſo diveſted of humanity, as to cut 


aſunder all ties of conſanguinity, by 
ſhedding the blood of a nephew, if 
he had not been highly criminal. 


Both the Princes praiſed very much 
in themſelves the great fidelity of 
the Count, who had not even ſpared 
his own blood to revenge the diſho- 
nour done to his ſovereign ; and it 
was reſolved by the advice of their 
reſpective privy councils, as well as 
by the king of France, who, intereſting 
himſelf in favour of the Duke, cauſed 
a great number of learned Frenchmen 
to give their opinion upon this 


moſt 
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moſt extraordinary cauſe ; and it was 
unanimouſly determined, that the an- 
cient law ſhould be inviolably ob- 
ſerved in all its form, with this view, 
that in future the Lords and the 
great Ladies, who ought to ſhine in 
virtue and *good example above all 
others, ſhould never ſully their high 
ſtation by any deteſtable vice. 


The king of England on reading 
the diſpatches, being a man of the 
greateſt integrity, the tranſient ſhades 
of ſuſpicion which croſſed his ima- 
gination could have made but very 
little impreſſion upon his mind; 


but 
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but when he came to the unparal- 
leled ſacrifice, made by the Count of 
his own nephew, and the only re- 
maining heir of his title and immenſe 
fortune, the love he had for. juſtice 
prepoſſeſſed him to ſuch a degree, 
that forgetting it was his own ſiſter, 
he gave the moſt implicit faith to 
this hellſh perpetration, and ſent 
back by the ſame courier a very 
nch ſword ſet in diamonds to the 
Count, as a reward for his great act 
of generoſity, accompanied with a 
letter written by his own hand, in 
which he declared how impartially he 
wiſhed the Ducheſs to be proceeded 
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againſt. The courier haſtened his 
return with ſuch diligence, that in 
a few days he arrived at Turin, 
Not leſs fatal was the anſwer of the 
huſband, brought back a few days 
after ; for, although his ties of con- 
ſanguinity were more deeply CON- 
cerned 1n it, the old Duke being not 
leſs overpowered by a fit of jealouſy, 
than by his ſullied honour, wrote 
to the ſupreme Magiſtrates : That 
above all things the ancient law 
ſhould be ſtrictly executed, and who- 
ſoever ſhould any way favour the 
adultery of the Ducheſs, ſhould be 
puniſhed as a traitor, He wrote be- 

ſides 
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ſices letters to the Count, in which 
he highly approved his fidelity, aſſur- 
ing him the rewards he had prepared 
were ſuch as to make him forget the 
great ſacrifice he had made in defence 
of his honour. Thus the innocent 
Ducheſs was abandoned to the fury 
of a revengeful and cruel man by 
an affectionate brother, nuſled by too 
much zeal for juſtice, and by a ten- 
der huſband, provoked by a miſtaken 
notion of honour. 


No ſooner was the courier of the 
Duke arrived, than the. matter was 
put under diſcuſſion before the Grand 
po" Council, 
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Council, who decreed, that according 
to the ancient law, a column of mar- 
ble ſhould be erected upon the eſpla- 
nade between the ſtone bridge over 
the river P6 and the City, upon which 
ſhould be affixed the accuſation of 
the Count de Pancalieri againſt the 
Ducheſs of Savoy. When the un- 
fortunate Ducheſs was appriſed of 
the fatal ſentence, ſhe had only Eu- 
phemia and a few other ladies in 
waiting with her. I leave to the 


reader to conceive, for it is not in 


my power to ſuggeſt, the diſmal and 
diſtreſſing lamentations to which ſhe 
abandoned herſelf ; curſing the day 

; ſhe 
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ſhe left her native and free land ; 
filling the air with imprecations a- 
gainſt the deteſtable moment ſhe gave 
her conſent to ſo fatal a wedding; tear- 
ing at the ſame timeher beautiful hair, 
and the rich filken garments which 


ſhe wore ; lo intolerable is it for an 


innocent perſon to die; to be caſt and 


condemned, without any poſlible 
means to defend her cauſe. Seeing 
herſelf then ſo maliciouſly deprived 
of all human help, without the leaſt 
hope to avert this ignominious and 
barbarous death, ſhe threw herſelf 
on the infinite mercy of God, im- 
ploring his protection againſt ſuch 

an 
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an implacable and powerful ene- 


my. 


Euphemia, however, having been 
informed of every circumſtance of this 
infamous perpetration by the Ducheſs, 
and ſeeing the danger that awaited 
her miſtreſs inevitable, with her uſual 
ſagacity, ſaid to her: Madam, it will 
avail nothing to ſpend now your pre- 
cious time in tears and complaints; [I 
think it would be more expedient 
and profitable to arm yourſelf againſt 
your enemy, and to contrive ſome ex- 
pedient to ſend Doctor Ridolfo by 
poſt to the valiant Don Alvares ; who, 


as 
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as ſoon as he ſhall be apprized of 
your misfortune, will ſo effectually 
remedy your caſe, that in reſtoring 
your honour, your life will be of 
courſe preſerved; therefore, if you will 
believe me, you ſhould write him a 
moſt affectionate letter, which would 
not be a difficult taſk for you, and the 
Doctor ſhall deliver it to Don Alvares, 
as coming from you. For my part, 
if you approve my advice, I know no 
body elſe, who would expoſe his 
hfe, under ſuch a perilous chance as 
yours ; and more fo, if you conſider 
the great repute and courage of the 
Count, who, as you know is one of 

the 
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the moſt valiant and ſucceſsful knights 
throughout all Italy, in handling a 
{word or a lance. The dejected 
Princeſs having heard the prudent 
advice of her faithful Euphemia, ſaid : 
Friend, do what you think yourſelf 
moſt adviſable, for I am ſo depreſſed 
and diſmayed, that life or death is 
no more to me than if I had never 


been born; for in neither of them do 


I ſee any remedy for my loſt honour. 


Madam, replied Euphemia, leave for 
the preſent the care of your honour in 
the hands of God, and let us not 
neglect on our fide, what it is in our 
power to do, leſt we ſhould be too 


late; 


cw a 


3 
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late ; having thus ſpoke, ſhe preſented 
to her a pen and ink, and a ſheet of 
paper: I ſhall fee now, added the 
humourous Euphemia, if your heart 
wants a prompter: The Ducheſs, af- 
ter having for a while recalled to her 
memory all that paſſed between her 
and Don Alvares, wrote him the fol- 
lowing letter. 


% Noble Alvares, 


5 I don't addreſs you in the preſent 
letter with any hope of being delivered 
by your hand from the pangs of a 
cruel death prepared for me; having 
always conſidered it to be the only 
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ſure port and ſhelter for afflicted 
mortals like me; but as ſuch is the 
will of God, and my ill-fated ſtar in- 
fluenced it, and nature gives its 
conſent, I go to it reſigned, perſuaded 
I ſhall find in the grave a ſtrong and 
impenetrable rampart againſt all the 
aſſaults of this miſerable life, which 
would be far preferable to ſeeing myſelf 
continually expoſed to the caprice of 
fortune, and the malice of wicked men. 


I muſt, however, bring to your con- 


ſideration, that, not many years 


ago, I abandoned the place, which 
was not leſs dear to me than that 


which gave me birth, where I lived 


in 


fi 
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ina moſt ſtately and delicious afflu- 
ence, to expole myſelf to numberleſs 
dangers, contrary to the duty of my 
exalted rank, preferring the title of a 
poor pilgrim to that of a ſovereign 
princeſs, and all this from the great 
friendſhip and affection I bore you, 
even without ever having ſeen you be- 
fore, or being induced by any preced- 
ing favour. The recollection of theſe 
things, 1t ſeems to me, ought now to 
excite your feeling, and provoke your 
generoſity todeliver me from the hands 
of the moſt cruel tyrant; and prevent, 
what is ſtill worſe, my being dragged 
from a loathſome and dark priſon to 

a moſt 
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a moſt barbarous and ignominious 
death, without any hope of hereafter 
eſtabliſhing my innocence, to the great 
detrimentof my honour, befidesleaving 
an irretrievable ſtain on my poſterity, 
Therefore, if the ſaying be true, that 
friendſhiphas no price, and can only be 
paid by a tribute of friendſhip, grant 
me a return for mine; and if mercy is 
the only key to open the gates of the 
Celeſtial Manſions, uſe it now in be- 
half of an innocent Princeſs, deprived 
of every human help, at the eve of 
being conducted to a burning fire, as 
an innocent lamb to a ſacrifice ; and 
as the preſent bearer will inform you 


more 


— 


In 
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more particularly of every tranſaction, 
beſeech you to give him a full faith. 
ſhall cloſe my mournful letter, wiſh- 


ing you a happy life, and myſelf 
a happy death.” 


After having folded it up and ſcaled 
it, the Ducheſs ordered Euphemia to 
deliver it to the doctor, charging him 
to forward it with all imaginable di- 
ligence night and day, till he had 
reached the place of Don Alvares' re- 
ſidence; recommending to him above 
all, to acquaint him with every circum- 
flance of her innocence, and the 


falſe accuſations alleged againſt her. 
Doctor 
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Doctor Ridolfo, who was not le: 
excited by the promiſes of Euphemia, 
than by the anxiety of ſeeing the 
Ducheſs, his miſtreſs, out of priſon, | 
travelled with ſuch ſpeed, that he | 
found himſelf near the Spaniſh fron- | 
tiers conſiderably ſooner than he ima- | 
gined ; and after three days journey | 
with the ſame expedition, he arrived 
at the place where he thought to find 
Don Alvares; and having made ſome 
inquiry of the hoſt where he alighted, 
concerning the circumſtances and 
other particulars relating to him, he 2 
underſtood he had been defeated in | 


ſeveral battles by his enemies, and re- { 
duced 
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duced (although ſtill a great lord) to 
a very critical ſituation, For, added 
the hoſt, for theſe three or four 
months paſt, the Toledans his ene- 
mies, whom he had ſeveral times de- 
feated, rallied again from all parts of 
Spain, and brought ſuch a numerous 
army into the field, that the chance 
of war has been ever ſince ſo much in 
their favour, that, after having totally 
diſperſed his army, he had been com- 
pelled, with what he could rally of 
his ſcattered troops, to take ſhelter in 
a little town, the only refuge left to 
him, in which he was actually be- 
ſieged, defending himſelf with ſuch 


7 | an 
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an intrepid courage and ſkill, that hi. 
enemies have nearlyloſt all hope of ren- 
deringthemſelves maſters of it. After- 
wards the doctor aſked him if the be- 
ſieged town was very diſtant ? About 
five poſts, replied the hoſt. Then, 
without making any farther inqui- 
ry, he took a guide with him, by 
whom he was conducted near the 
camp, and having perceived the town 
at a diſtance, he diſmiſſed him. 


The doctor, being near the camp, 
preſented himſelf to ſome captains 
of the light-horſe, from whom he 
bought ſome arms, and entered into 


the ſervice of the beſieging army; 
and 


* 
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amd as he was not only a man of let- 

ters, but very intelligent alſo in the 
military art, he requeſted to be put 
in front, on the firſt attack of the ene- 


my, which took place, as he wiſhed, 


two days after; and having en- 
deavoured to be made priſoner, he 
was conducted into the town by the 
ſoldiers of the garriſon : he then re- 
queſted to be brought before Don 
Alvares, who recollected him directly; 
for he had obſerved on the journey of 
the Ducheſs to Spain, he was more 
in her confidence than any other gen- 
tleman of her ſuite. And after Don 
Alvares had heard how ſkilfully he 
entered into the town, he formed an 
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high opinion of his capacity, and ad- 
mired him very much for having ex- 
poſed his life to ſuch imminent dan- 
ger to ſerve his miſtreſs. Meanwhile, 
the doctor preſented to him the Du- 
cheſs's letter. After having peruſed 
it with tears in his eyes, he retired 
into his room with the doctor; and, 
as it was a confidential one, he re- 
queſted him to give him a full ac- 
count of this lamentable affair; who 
addreſſed Don Alvares thus: The 
Ducheſs, my miſtreſs, is this moment 
the moſt afflicted of all women under 
the canopy of Heaven, and abandons 
herſelf to your powerful aid, moſt 


earneſtly intreating you not to con- 
demn 
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demn her, though ſhe lately quitted 
Gallicia without fulfilling the promiſe 
ſhe had made to you, as ſhe be- 
leeches you to attribute this fault to the 


importunity of the Duke, her huſband, 


by whom, being compelled to obey, 
ſhe was prevented from * teſtifying 
the great regard ſhe had for you. 
Then he began to unfold in the moſt 
forcible manner, how the Count Pan- 
calieri fell in love with the Ducheſs, 
and her firmneſs againſt all his pur- 
ſuits, and with what art he brought 
his nephew to conceal himſelf under 
her bed, and killed him with his own 
tword ; her impriſonment, and the 
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ſentence of the atrocious death, pro- 
nounced againſt her. 


Don Alvares in hearing this tragic 
recital, remained extremely ſurpriſed 
and concerned; nevertheleſs, after 
a ſhort conſideration, he began 
to form ſome unfavourable idea 
of the Ducheſs ; being unable to con- 
ceive, how the Count could for- 
get himſelf ſo far as to murder 
his own nephew and adopted ſon, 
to revenge himſelf on a woman, 
However, diſſembling for the moment 
what he thought of it, he ſaid: 
Friend, if the fatal eircumſtances of 


my 
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my fituation did not ſufficiently ſpeak 
in my defence, I could point out to 
you a long ſeries of calamities, by 
which I have been overwhelmed ; but 
you ſee yourſelf to what an extremity 
I am now reduced, ſo much ſo, that 
far from being able to offer any atliſt- 
ance to your miſtreſs, which grieves 
me exceedingly, I ſee nothing elſe 
but death and deſtruction before me; 
therefore, in my great ſorrow, all 
that I can do for the preſent, 1s to try 
my beſt to deliver you from the dan- 
ger to which you have expoſed your- 
ſelf, Having thus finiſhed his apo- 
logy, he gave a falſe alarm to the 
enemy, to facilitate the eſcape of the 

Doctor; 
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Doctor; which having ſucceeded as 
he wiſhed, he was afterwards, by order 
of Don Alvares, conducted to a place 
of ſafety. 


The Doctor ſeeing it was impoſſible 
for Don Alvares to quit the town, 
without running the riſk of his life, 
could not blame him ; and in the hope 
of being ſtill ſerviceable ſome way 
or other, went back to Turin with 
the ſame unrelenting diligence. 
ſoon as he arrived, Euphemia was the 
firſt perſon acquainted with every 
thing. This warm friend, with a 
countenance little expected in her ſex» 
went to the Ducheſs, to whom ſhe 


ad- 
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addreſſed the following words; Ma- 
dam, may the grace of God give you 
as much firmneſs in your adverſity as 
you are in need of, from the ſad news 
brought by the Doctor, whole con- 
cern prevents him from appearing 
before you. Then in few words the 


acquainted her of the deſperate ſitua- 


tion to which Don Alvares had been 


reduced by his enemies, and the 
impoſſibility of obtaining any help 
from him. 


Where is the writer that can ſuffi- 
ciently expreſs the deſolating griefs, 
in which this deſerted Princeſs was 
ſunk in theſe moments of deſpur ? 

For, 
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Por, after a tranfient calm had ſubſid-. 
ed, the, as a woman 1n the greateſt, 
anguiſh, exclaimed in theſe, or ſuch 
like deplorable lamentations : Oh 
the moſt miſerable among the moſt 
unhappy women, thou mayſt now well 
ſay, the light of the day will ſhine no 
more for thee, being thus forſaken 
by the only one in whom thou hadſt 
put all thy confidence! Ah, un- 
grateſul Alvares ! Now I well know, 
but too late, that the too great friend- 
ſhip I had for thee, has been the 
fatal cauſe of my doom, juſily inflict- 


ed by Divine Juſtice for my wicked 
hypocriſy and falſe devotion. The 
faithful Euphemia ſeeing her dit- 

| tracted 
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cragted miſtreſs ſunk in a flood of 
tears, and fearing ſome violent cataſ- 
trophe ſhould overwhelm her mental 


faculties, attempted to calm her as 


well as ſhe could with theſe words: 


Madam, it 1s not becoming in a great 
and wiſe Princeſs, as you have always 
been held, to deſpair of yourſelf, 
knowing that all afflictions, coming 
from the hands of God, are in order 
to try our fidelity, or are a puniſh- 
ment for our tranſgreſſions, as you 


ſaid in your complaints; it is then in- 


cumbent upon you to arm yourſelf 


againſt all your enemies, and put 
your truſt in the mercy of God, who 


alone can deliver you from your tri- 
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| bulations, as he has done to many 
others when deſtitute of all human 
aſſiſtance. Alas, replied the Ducheſs, 
it is eaſy for a perſon out of danger, 
to attempt conſoling thoſe in an abyls 
of miſery ; but if you felt what I do, 
you could not help joining your ſor-— 
rows with mine, ſo great 1s my torment, 
on conſidering that myſelf and my ho- 
nourare to be ſo inhumanly deſtroyed 
ina devouring fire. I confeſs to you, 
the anguiſh I ſuffer in my mind againſt 
the aflaults of death and infamy, ſur- 
paſſes the torments of the flames to 
be kindled round my body, ſo much 
ſo, that I could wiſh a ſharp ſword 


ſhould pierce my heart at this mo- 
| * ment, 
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ment, that I might be delivered from 


it ; leave me therefore to my cruel 
deſtiny. Euphemia, who would 
. willingly have made a ſacrifice of her 
life for that of the Ducheſs, unable 
to bear any longer the pangs ſhe ſuf- 


ſered for the fate of her miſtreſs, 


retired into another room, where ſhe 


began furiouſly to lament and ſcream, 
juſt as if the had been herſelf thrown 


into the flames. 


While theſe. deſolating ſcenes were 
taking place in the Caſtle, Don Al- 
vares, although very diſtant, could 
find no reſt any where, having always 
in his mind the horrible diſaſter of 

the 
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the unfortunate Ducheſs he had aban- 
doned ; and, after having well con- 
fidered how ſhamefully he had for- 
ſaken her, and accuſing himſelf of in- 
gratitude for the ſignal proofs ſhe had 
given him of her unbounded affection, 
ſaid to himſelf: O Alvares, confeſs 


_ _ thyſelf unworthy to carry arms, and 


to be diſtinguiſhed with the noble title 


of knight, having been decorated with 


it on condition thou ſhouldſt protect 
the oppreſſed, and in particular the 
helpleſs ſex, who for their defence have 
nothing but tears; nevertheleſs thou 
haſt, like a coward, ignominiouſly ne- 
glected thy duty towards a Princeſs, 
who, for the regard ſhe had for thee, 


expoſed 
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expoſed her own life, and every thing 
ſhe held precious in this world. 
Riſe then, and retrieve thy ſtained 
- renown, by preferring an honourable 
death to an idle and puſillanimous 
life; let fortune take its chance, and 
as the Ducheſs did abandon her 
country to come to viſit thee in thy 
proſperity ; the leaſt, then, thou canſt 
do now, is to viſit her in thy adverſi- 
ty. Being thus inwardly excited, 
he determined, happen what would, 
to ſet off, and reſcue the unfortunate 
Ducheſs from the bloody hands 
of her tyrant; and having fixed 
his reſolution, he gare the neceſſary 


orders for the defence of the city. 


Truſting 
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Truſting to the loyalty of the beſieg- 
ed ; he aſſembled all the captains, and 


gave them to underſtand, he had de- 


termined to look out for help, to 
compel the enemy to raiſe the ſiege. 
Afterwards he choſe for his chief one of 
his neareſt relations, in whom he had 


great confidence ; and on the next 


morning, before the break of day, 


went out of the town through a ſub- 
terraneous paſſage, formerly made by 
the Moors, Icading to ſome ancient 
ruins of a moſque, two miles diſtant 
from the place ; which diſcovery ena- 
bled him to make his eſcape, without 
being perceived by the enemy, en- 


camped on the oppoſite fide of it; 


and 


LS 
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and being mounted on a fine Spaniſh 
genet, he ſaw himſelf in a few hours 
out of danger. And travelling by poſt, 
night and day, he arrived at Lyons 
ſoon after, where he provided himſelf 
with the beſt arms he could find, and 
with two moſt capital horſes, one of 
which was a valuable Neapolitan 
race horſe; and having hired ſome 
ſervants, he took the road of Turin. 
Being near it, he alighted at an inn 
in the borough almoſt joining the 
town, on the ſide called Porta Nuova 
(new gate;) and having made ſome 
inquiry of the inn- Keeper, if there was 
any Spaniard in the city; he anſwer- 
ed him, He knew none but a good reli- 


gious 


- 
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gious friar, who, for theſe twenty years 
paſt, had never been out of the city; he 
was a virtuous man, and much beloved 
by all the people, and had the direc- 
tion of ſome convents ; but indepen- 
dent of his cell in his monaſtery in 
town, he had a little houſe out of the 
noiſe of the world, in a ſolitary place, 


for the comfort of his old age. 


Don Alvares having been tho- 
roughly informed of the good father's 
dwelling, went to him early on the 
following morning, and ſaid to him 
in Spaniſh : Good father, God be 
with you: I am a Spaniard, come 
into this country concerning ſome bu- 
ſineſs of mine; I ſhould be under a 


very 
. 


— 
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very great obligation to you, if you 
would but permit I ſhould remain with 
you for three or four days only; the 
mere lodging is all I want, for my 
ſervants ſhall. wait upon me for every 
thing elſe. All which the good old 
man granted him very willingly, being 
much attracted by his noble and 
handſome preſence.” While a ſer- 
vant was gone to town, to provide the 
neceſlary things, the old man aſked 
him from what part of Spain he was : 
Don Alvares very willingly ſatisfied 
him, without any diſguiſe. Then the 
good friar, with tears in his eyes, ſaid, 
God be thanked, for having granted 
me, before I quit this mortal body, 
| | the 
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the happineſs to ſee in my poor abode, 
ſo great a nobleman, and of whom J 
am a neighbour and a vaſlal. After- 
wards, the hoſpitable 'gaod man de- 
clared to him, that the loſs of all his 
relations and fortune, determined him 
to quit his native land, and embrace a 
religious life in that ſolitary place, on 
purpoſe to dedicate the remainder of 
his days to the ſervice of God. That 
he had, however, known «his father 
and mother, and his grandfather, 
and beſeeched him to uſe, with the 
greateſt freedom, his ſmall houſe as 


his own. 


Don Alvares upon this. acquainted 
the good friar, that he ſet off from 
Spain 
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Spain with the intention to fee 
France, and ſpend ſome time in it; 
that paſſing by Lyons, he was in- 


formed of the unfortunate affair of 


the Ducheſs of Savoy, whom, if he 


could believe to be innocent of the 
crime of which ſhe was accuſed, he 
would take upon him to reſcue at 
the expenſe of his own life: never- 
theleſs, he would by no means ven- 
ture either his life or bis ſoul to pro- 
tect any guilty perſon. The religious 
man praiſed him much for his noble 
ſentiments; adding, In regard to her 
innocence, I don't think it poſſible to 
be aſcertained by any living creature, 
the matter reſting entirely between her 


and 
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and the Count who has accuſed her; 
but I can aſſure you of this, that ſhe 
is held by every one in the greateſt 
eſteem and reſpect, for her virtue and 
goodneſs; ſo much ſo, that a year 
and a half ago ſhe undertook the 
painful pilgrimage to Saint James of 
Gallicia, and with ſuch devotion and 
humility ſhe performed it, that ſhe 
was the example of all thoſe who had 
ſeen her on that occaſion. Concern- 
ing the Count Pancalieri, I muſt con- 
feſs it would be a difficult taſk for 
one of your age to ſtand againſt him ; 
for, beſides the great experience he 
has in arms, he is reputed to be 


one of the moſt ſtrong, ſkilful, and 
dreaded 
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dreaded combatants of the age : 
nevertheleſs, as victory is in the hands 
of God, he may give it to whom 
he pleaſes, as he did with young 
David, againſt the hornble giant Go- 
liah of Gath. To whom Don Al- 
yares replied : Father, I have formed 
in my mind a ſcheme, by which, as 
you ſhall hear, I hope to be cleared 
of any remorſe of conſcience, whether 
the duel I ſhall compel the Count to 
come to, be for a juſt or an unjuſt 
cauſe ; which is this :—Under the 
pretence of being a father of your 
order, I will go to the Caſtle in your 
company, and preſent myſelf to the 
Ducheſs, and diſpoſe her, in a ſuit- 

able 
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able manner to confeſs ; and by this 
means acquire the truth of the fact: 
therefore, if you approye of it, I ſhall 
get my hair and beard ſhaved, and 
with a habit like yours, I preſume 
the guards will eaſily permit us to be 
introduced to her; then in a moſt 
energetic manner, I ſhall endeavour 


to perſuade and diſpoſe her to have 


patience, and die with reſignation to 


the will of God ; for the term of a 
year and a day, if I am rightly 
informed, is almoſt expired. The 
good father granted him, not without 
ſome difficulty, the ſurpriſing requeſt. 
However, in conſideration that it 


might be the means of delivering the 
Ducheſs 
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Ducheſs from ſo cruel and ignomini- 
ous a death, and likewiſe from the re- 


ſpect he had for his family, he offered 


to accompany him thither. 


Having thus ſettled and prepared 
every thing, they went gravely to the 
Caſtle where the Ducheſs was cloſely 
confined. Don Alvares was ſo much 
diminiſhed in his perſon, and ſo al- 
tered in his face, not only from the 
affliction of having loſt almoſt all his 
eſtates, as well as from the extreme 
danger in which he ſaw the Ducheſs 
and himſelf involved ;—every thing 
depending on the iſſue of a duel 
with ſo dangerous an antagoniſt ;— 

but 
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but alſo from the habit of a monk, with 
which he was clothed, that as ſoon as 
they appeared at the Caſtle, they were, 
without any difficulty admitted ; the 
old father having ſaid, that the reaſon 
of their coming was, their having been 
induced by Chriſtian charity to help 
the Ducheſs to prepare herſelf, with 
due reſi gnation and compoſure, for 
the repentance of her ſins, and to diſ- 
poſe her to receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment, in order to refiſt the temptations 
of the Devil in this awful moment, 
and die in the grace of God. They 
were afterwards conducted to the Du- 
cheſs's priſon. The few that were 
with her went out directly, on the 

ſup- 


* 
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ſuppoſition that the two fathers came 
by order of the Governor, to hear her 
laſt confeſſion, | 

The inconſolable Ducheſs, being 
overpowered by anguiſh, and her 
body entirely exhauſted, for want of 
reſt and nounſhment, was compelled 
to keep her bed; which circumſtance 
anſwered the views of Don Alvares ; 
for, not wiſhing to be knc vn, he 
went to the fide of the bed where the 
window was, and turning his back to 
it, the Ducheſs could not diſtinguith 
| him in the face; the old father com- 
panion being retired into a corner, diſ- 
tant from the bed. Don Alvares, 
being cloſe to her pillow, and having 


I drawn 
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drawn the curtain to ſhut out the ligh , 
ſaid to her in Italian, (for he could 
ſpeak it as well as his own language) 
The peace of the Lord be with you; 
to which the Ducheſs anſwered, Father, 
how can I have peace, being in a con- 
tinual war, deprived of every comfort, 
and at the eve of being moſt cruelly 
and ignominiouſly put to death with- 
out deſerving it. Then Don Alvares, 
who had ſpent the greateſt part of 
his life in all branches of literature, 
replied to her: I think, Madam, you 
know very well that the calamities 
and tribulations of this world don't 
happen by accident or unforeſeen 
cauſes, but by the providence of 

55 God, 
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God, by whom, even a ſparrow 1s not 
forgot ; as the Prophet Amos tells us 
—There is no evil which comes upon 
' the town which I have not ſent. 
Which truth 1s likewiſe manifeſted in 
Job, whom the devil could not 
afflict, if God had not firſt given 
him permiſſion ; and you muſt firmly 
believe, that tribulations are the 
ſigns of the predeſtined and elec, 


and the moſt ſure earneſts of our 


future happineſs; ſo much fo, that 
if you will only conſider the divine 
diſpenſation through all the Holy 
Scriptures, from the beginning of the 
world to the preſent time, you will 
find that thoſe whom God loves the 
3-3 molt 
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moſt, he has permitted to drink much of 
the cup of his paſſion, and to be more 
afflicted than others; as when he 
permitted that Abel ſhould be per- 
ſecuted by Cain; Iſaac by Iſhmael ; 
Joſeph by his brothers ; David by 
Abſalom, his own ſon; the Children 
of Ifrael by Pharaoh: which things 
being deeply conſidered by Saint Paul, 
he ſaid : If we had no other hope in 
Jeſus Chrift but in this preſent life, 
we ſhould of all men be the moſt 
miſerable. He ſays alſo, that what we 
ſuffer is little or nothing to what Jeſus 
Chriſt has ſuffered for us: who, al- 
though he had created the whole uni- 
verſe, was called the ſon of a car- 

4 penter ; 
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penter; when preaching, was calum- 
niated; called a glutton, a drunkard ; 
fond of publicans and ſinners; a Sa- 
maritan, a ſeducer, a demoniac, and 
that he caſt out devils in the name of 
Belzebub. But let us conſider, Ma- 
dam, what he has ſuffered : we ſhall 
ſee him naked, to cover us; a priſoner 
and bound, to free us from the bonds 
of the devil; made a ſacrifice, to 
purge us from all our ſins; we ſhall 
ſee him with his fide opened by a 
ſpear, to ſhut up the gates of hell ; 
we ſhall ſee his hands, which have 
with ſuch wonderful order made Hea- 
ven and earth, for the love he has 
for us ; pierced with ſharp nails, and 

his 


| 
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his head crowned with thorns, that we 
may be crowned with celeſtial and 
eternal glory. Let us conſider, that 
from his ſufferings, cometh our joy; 
from his infirmities, our health; and 
from his death, our life. Shall we not 
be aſhamed to be found ſo reluctant 
to light under a chief crowned with 
thorns? Ah ! Madam, I entreat you, 
in the name of God, to prepare your- 
ſelf to make an offer of your hfe to 
him, who hath not ſpared his own 
for you. Is his mighty hand weak- 


ened ? Is it not in his power to con- 


found the rage of your enemy, and 


ſo effectually, as to prevent his ever 


being able to riſe again? How many 


have 
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have been ſeen reduced to the bittereſt 
extremities, and abandoned of every 
human aid, whom, with a ſingle glance 
of his merciful eyes, he has raiſed to 
far greater comfort and happineſs, than 
they ever before enjoyed. Learn 
then, Madam, to conſole yourſelf with 
God; and ſay with Saint Ignatius, as 
recorded in the Epiſtle to the Romans: 
J am impatient that the fire, the beaſts, 
and all the torments the devil can ima- 
gine, may be let looſe upon my body; for 

I long to enjoy my Lord and Saviour. 
After Don Alvares had finiſhed his 
lively conſolation, the Ducheſs re- 
mained ſo intent on the conſideration 
of theſe Heavenly truths, that her 
ſoul 
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{foul appeared quite abſorbed in the 
enjoyment cf them; for ſhe afterwards 
found herſelf not leſs happy than one 
who has eſcaped a furious ſtorm at 
ſea, She then began to make her ge- 
neral confeſſion, without omitting any 
thing that could aggravate her con- 
ſcience; and when ſhe came to the 
accuſation of the Count Pancalieri, 
ſhe ſaid to the confeſſor: She wiſhed 
that God would never pardon her any 
actual or mortal fin ſhe. might have 
committed againſt the Sacrament of 
marriage, except an unlawful affection 
ſhe had for a Spaniſh Knight, whom, 
under the cloak of devotion, ſhe 
went to Spain on purpoſe to viſit; 
and 
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and ſhe conſidered this fin, (although 


not actually committed) to have 


brought upon her the anger of God ; 
who, in conſequence had permitted this 
falſe accuſation to be brought againſt 
her by the Count, which ſhe would 
bear with reſignation to the will of 
God. Having thus finiſhed her con- 
feſſion, ſhe drew a rich diamond from 
her finger, ſaying : Father, although 


I was, not long ago, a rich Princeſs, 


as you know, I am now deprived of 


every thing, and this diamond, which 


my brother the king of England gave 
me when I married the Duke of Sa- 
voy, is the only thing I poſſeſs ; and 


as I have no other means to help you 


1.5 but 
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but this, take it; and I beſeech you 
to remember me in your prayers, and 
be ſure to take care of it, for it is 
of more value than you are aware of ; 
and it may happen, one day or other, 
to be of great ſervice, in caſe your 
convent ſhould be in need of aſſiſtance. 
The confeflion being ended, and the 
diamond accepted, the two friars took 
their leave of the Ducheſs, and went 

to their retirement. | 
While Don Alvares and the old friar 
were conſulting together to protect the 
Ducheſs, Doctor Ridolfo, who, ſince 
his unſucceſsful return from Spain, 
had not approached her, and but 
very ſeldom his dear Euphenua ; and 
being extremely concerned for the 
fate 
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fate of the Ducheſs, and the confine- 
ment of his future ſpouſe, he had great 
reaſon to fear for her health; there 
fore, after having ſolicited ſeveral 
times for the permiſſion of admittance 
to the Ducheſs as her phyſician, he 
at laſt. with great difficulty, obtained 
it towards the cloſe of the fatal period. 
And being beyond conception uneaſy 
in her mind, from the idea of his not 
having executed his commiſſion with 
Don Alvares with that zeal and fer- 
vour which the deſperate caſe of the 
Ducheſs required, and reproaching 
himſelf as being in ſome meaſure the 
cauſe of her diſaſter, without maturely 
conſidering what he was about, whe- 
ther wrong or right, his only view 

- being 


9 — =. * 
1 * W 1 COT 
” = * my 
. 


— —— - — muy — — = 
— 0 = a 0 - 


1 
— II ON ED 
4 — | * 


180 THE CASTLE OP ERIDAN. 


being to avert the horrible death ſhe 
was to ſuffer the following day, he 
therefore went to the priſon, and being 
in the preſence of the Ducheſs, ad- 
dreſſed her in the following manner: 
Madam, as many circumſtances bave, 
to my inexpreſſible ſorrow, conſpired 
together to deprive you of Don Alva- 
res' aſſiſtance, which, perhaps, would 
have been more fatal to him than uſe- 


ful to you, nevertheleſs, I ſhould be 


highly blameable, if, in your preſent 


fituation, I ſhould have neglected, 
while it was ſtill in my power, to mi- 
tigate your future ſuffering; therefore 
am I firmly of opinion, you will not 
be deficient in courage to imitate thoſe 


heroines of former times, who, with 
much 
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much leſs reaſon, have ſhewn a firm- 


neſs in their misfortunes worthy of 


your imitation, viz. Portia, Paolina, 
Lucretia, and ſeveral others : If you, 
Madam, will make uſe of your ad- 
mired prudence, I have brought with 
me a ſecret, which no one poſſeſſes 
but myſelf: it is a preparation, which, 
on taking but a dozen drops, will 
throw you directly into a ſwoon, which 
will be immediately followed by a 
moſt calm and gentle death, without 
leaving any viſible ſign of what death 
you died. The virtuous Ducheſs, in- 
ſtead of ſhewing an angry diſapproba- 
tion of ſuch a deed, rather conſidered 
this deſperate attempt of the Doctor 
in an indulgent manner, and ſaid to 


him : 


e 
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him : Doctor, I ſee the zealous part 
you take in my misfortune has rather 
miſled your prudence ; know then, 
that as a Chriſtian Princeſs I muſt not 
imitate the Pagan heroines : I have 
juſt now, with the aſſiſtance of a holy 
man, prepared myſelf to ſuffer with 
patience and reſignation the death 
deſtined for me; and far from giving 
ſuch a hornd example to my ſubjects, 
and forſaking the faith of my fore- 
fathers, which revolt from God would 
change the temporary fire into an 
eternal one, I beſeech you to go in 
peace with your ſecret, and never to 
make uſe of it. Then turning herſelf 
to Euphemia, ſhe ſaid to her: My 
| dear 
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dear Euphemia, I thank you moft 
kindly for all the friendſhip and at- 
tention you have had for me to this 
moment ; but as I want to ſpend in 
prayer the few hours remaining, I 
embrace you for the laſt time, and I 
earneſtly requeſt of you to leave me 
alone, and both go in peace, and 
pray to God for me. At theſe words, 
the inconſolable Euphemia, with a 
breaking heart, and melting into tears, 
threw herſelf at the Ducheſs's feet, ex- 
claiming, Oh, Madam ! have pity on 
me; don't inſiſt I ſhould leave you, 
if you won't ſee me dying in your 
preſence, for 1t 1s not in my power to 
quit you, as long as I can enjoy the 

ſight 
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fight of you; and if with my miſe- 
rable life I could ſpare yours, I would 
very willingly make an offer of it to 
your enemies. 'The Ducheſs not be- 
ing able to reſiſt ſo tender an affection, 
raiſed her up and acquieſced. 
While this diſtreſſing ſcene was 
_ paſſing in the priſon, the two friars 
being arrived at their ſolitude, Don 
Alvares faid : Father, now I truly 
know this poor Princeſs to be innocent; 
therefore I am fully determined to 
defend and protect her to the laſt 
drop of my blood; ſo lively is my 
impatience, and ſo incenſed is my 
ſoul, that I burn with eagerneſs to 
oppoſe my ſtrength to that monſter's, 
Pancalieri; 
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Pancalieri; therefore, I entreat you, 
if the chance of arms ſhould be againſt 
me, to make known to the publick, 
after my death, who I am, and to 
the Ducheſs alſo : if, on the contra- 
ry, the victory ſhould declare in my 
favour, (which cannot be but by the 
death of the Count) keep all this 
tranſaction ſecret under the ſeal of 
confeſſion; which the good father 
promiſed him faithfully to do. And, 
having ſpent all the day and night in 
prayers, at the dawn of day he 
mounted his beſt horſe, completely 
accoutred in armour, with his head 
and face defended with a highly tem- 
pered helmet, and with a lance in his 
hand, 
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hand, went ſtraight to the gate of 
the city, and called aloud to one of 
the guards, ſaying to lim : Friend, 
pray go to the Count Pancaheri, and 
tell him to prepare himſelf to make 
good the accuſation he has alleged 
againſt the Ducheſs of Savoy ; for a 
Knight 1s here who will compel him 
to diſavow his calumny before he 
ſhall quit the field, and cut in 
two before the publick the perjured 
tongue, which has dared to utter ſuch 
an infamous he. As ſoon as this was 
known, it ſpread in a moment through 


all the town; the churches were in- 


ſtantly crowded by a concourſe of 
people, to implore the aſſiſtance of 


Heaven 
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Heaven to deliver their miſtreſs from 
the impending horrible execution. 
While the guard was delivering his 
meſſage, Don Alvares galloped to 
the pillar where the accuſation had 
been ſtuck up, waiting with impati- 
ence for the acculer. 

The Count Pancalieri, far from 
thinking he was the next day to try 
his ſkill and ſtrength with an undaunted 
champion, eſpecially as being the laſt 
day, according to the law, he ſpent 
the whole of it in giving the proper 


orders how the Ducheſs ſhould be 


conducted from the priſon, along the 
banks of the river, to the place of exe- 
cution, near the gate of the Po, Af- 

ter 
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ter having fupped alone, he went to 
bed ; and while aſleep, the ghoſt of 
his nephew appeared to him in white, 
with awoundin his neck, and the blood 
guſhing all over his garment, having 
* a ſword in his hand, pointed at the 


Count, threatening to take ven- 
geance of his murderer. At this 
_ terrifying ſight the Count ſtarted, and, 
ſeized with horror and amazement, 
ſprung from the bed; and having 
lighted a candle at the lamp burning 
in his library next to his bed room, 
he walked for a while up and down 
full of racking thoughts; then, in 
hopes to alleviate his diſtracted mind, 
he put his hand upon a book; at the 
firſt 
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firſt opening of it (it was a bible) he 
beheld the print of Aman hanged to 
a gallows, the fight of which cauſed 
him immediately to ſhut it. In this 
diſmaying and deſpairing perplexity, 
the light of the day beginning to pre- 
vail upon the remaining duſk, he 
rang the bell to be drefled ; while 
drefling, he was minutely informed 
of the verbal challenge, juſt brought 
by the meſſenger. All theſe dreadful 
preſages excited in him ſuch an alarm, 
that he began to feel the inſupportable 
remorſe of a gwlty conſcience, which 


rent his ſoul with the torments of hell ; 


and being conſcious of his crime, he 
curſed the day he had perpetrated it. 


Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, to ſhew he diſdained 
to avoid the challenge, he ſent to the 
Knight, That it was required he ſhould 
write his name upon the pillar. To 
which Don Alvares rephed, That he 
ſhould not know his name; but in 
regard to his perſon, he would make 
him feel it before ſun-ſet. The Count 
refuſed to fight, if he did not know 
beforehand the name of his antagoniſt, 
This point being taken into conſide- 
ration before the council, it was pro- 
nounced by the judges, that the ſta- 
tutes make no mention of the name, 
conſequently theKnight wasnot bound 
to comply ; but, on the contrary, 
it was allowed by the ſame ſtatutes, 

that 
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that the champion ſhould have the 


preference in the choice of arms; and 


which likewiſe required, that the ac- 
cuſed perſon ſhould be conducted into 
the preſence of the two combatants. 
The Count, aware of all this, and con- 
ſcious he could not maintain the right 
of his requeſt, but making a virtue 
of neceſſity, from a confidence of his 
long experience in this ſort of fighting, 
armed himſelf with the greateſt promp- 
titude, and haſtened to the appointed 
field of battle; where he found his 
enemy with black ribbons round his 
arms, as a mournful omen for him. 
The Ducheſs was immediately ſent 
tor, who, far from expecting any fa- 


vourable 
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vourable turn to her deplorable ſitua- 
tion, was extremely ſurpriſed on hear- 
ing there was a Knight in the field of 
battle armed in black, intrepid and 
noble in his behaviour, promiſing great 
things from his ſkilful and firm counte- 
nance, who inſiſted that the accuſation 
of Count Pancalieri was falfe. The 
dejected Ducheſs, however, not being 
able to imagine who this champion 
could be, was very perplexed ; mean- 
while, being removed from her con- 
finement, ſhe was conducted in the 
following manner to the place, where 
the judges, the people and the two 


champions, were waiting for her 


arrival. 


While 
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While every one was in this awful 
expectation, and in a moſt profound 
ſilence, a meſſenger was ſent with an 
order to the high conſtable of the 
town, who was at the head of the dole- 
ful proceſſion, to leave the road lead- 
ing to the place of execution, and to 
come to the field. Soon after he had 
received this order, he entered the 
place on horſeback, having a long 
filver ſtaff in his hand, with a ſmall 
bull of gold at the top of it, being 
the arms of the city of Turin ; after 
him was carried by two men a large 
gonfalon, ſupported by two poles, 
twenty feet high, upon which was 
painted on both ſides, Herodias carry- 


K ing 
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ing a diſh in her hands, with the 
head of Saint John Baptiſt in it; on 
the ſides of it, were carried four very 
large ſquare black lanterns, with tapers 
burning in them at the top of poles 
of the ſame height; after 1t were fol- 
lowing thirty married couples of the 
firſt nobility, and in the muddle of 
every couple a man preceding with a 
banner repreſenting the pedigree of 
each family; afterwards followed a 
kettle drummer on horſeback, the only 
one dreſſed in white, with his face 


» uncovered, 


* 'To ſignify that ſome limes the delin- 
quent may have à chance to ſave fis 


life. 


8 Cr 
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uncovered; all the reſt were in deep 
mourning, with their hoods down, 
made of black glazed linen, which co- 
vered their head and face; rotmd the 
kettle drummer were ten muſicians on 
foot, with clarinets in their hands, 
anſwering now and then, with 
the moſt lugubrious tone the mourn- 
ful echo of the kettle drum; di- 
rectly after, were forty couple of gen- 
tlemen of the Fraternity of the Mercy, 


ſinging alternately with a moſt pathe- 


tic voice, the fifticth pſalm : Have 


mercy upon me, O God, after thy great 
goodneſs, Then came the unhappy 
Ducheſs in a black coach, drawn by 


four horſes : two Divines, moſt emi- 


* 2 nent 
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nent in virtue andlearning, adminiſter. 
ing to her the moſt ſalutary comfort; 
round the coach were eight men, four 
on each fide, carrying a prodigiouſly 
large lighted torch, about fifteen feet 
high; behind the coach were four 
men on horſeback, with lighted black 
tapers in their hands, intended to kin- 
dle the fire at the four corners of the 
pile. The poles, the banners and the 
torches were all hung with black crape. 
'This funeral proceſſion was flanked on 
each ſide by two hundred dragoons, 
called the Death Dragoons, in yellow 
and black uniform, with their carabines, 
and their cutlaſſes drawn; and the 
whole was cloſed by a company ot 


foot 
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foot ſoldiers, with fixed bayonets. In 
this order the diſheartening funeral 
advanced with flow paces into the 
field, where the dragoons had already 
made a ſpacious circle. On the entry 
of the coach, the ſhrill notes of the 
clarinets, the ſolemn ſound of the ket- 
tle drums, and the diſtant tolling of 
the prodigious bell of the tower, had 
ſuch an effect upon the fainting Du- 
cheſs, that in aſcending the pageant, 
all hung with black cloth, her emo- 
tions became ſo ſtrong, that ſhewas car- 
ried up almoſt lifeleſs. It is to you, 
in particular, O fair ſex ! I addreſs my 
words, in whoſe breaſts compaſſion has 
made her abode :. Have you ever ſeen 


5 | an 
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an innocent Royal Princeſs, with an 
angelic face, brought, like another Iphi- 
genia, to a more excrutiating death 
Ah, Count! Count! thou fhalt pay 
dear for this. The Ducheſs having 
been, by proper aſſiſtance, recalled a 
little to her ſenſes, the deputies for 
the privileges of the field, addreſſed 
her in the following manner Madam, 
as you are accuſed. of adultery by the 
Count Pancalieri here preſent, and as 
ancient cuſtom gives you the pri- 
vilege of preſenting a Knight in the 
ſpace of one year and one day, who, 
by ſtrength of arms, may juſtify your 
cauſe; do you acquieſce in accepting 


the champion in your preſence, and 


rely 
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rely upon him for your guilt or inno- 
cence ? Then the Ducheſs anſwered, 
That ſhe truited all her rights to the 
mercy of God, to whom the ſecrets 
of her heart were known, and likewiſe 


to the valour of the Knight, although 


ſhe preſumed ſhe had never ſeen him. 


Having ſo ſaid, the fell on her knees, 


and turning her eyes, all in tears, to- 


. wards Heaven, ſaid: O Lord, my 


God ! who art truth itſelf, to whom 
the anguiſh of my heart for this falſe 
accuſation is known, expand the trea- 
ſures of thy, grace upon me, a poor 
and afflicted Princeſs ; and as thou 
didſt deliver Suſannah from her per- 
{ccutors, and Judith from the. hands 

of 


perfidiouſly accuſed her, and that thou 
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of Holofernes, ſo deliyer me from the 
hands of a tyrant, who, like a furious 
lion, wiſhes to devour my life and my 
honour. Having thus finiſhed her 
prayer, ſhe remained almoſt lifeleſs, 
and in a kind of ſwoon. 

Then Don Alvares provoked to ſee 
the Count parading about the field, 


and prancing with his horſe in a me- 


nacing and inſolent attitude, ſaid to 


him, Traitor, I am certain that the 
accuſation thou haſt brought againſt 
the Ducheſs has been baſely invented 
by the blackeſt malice of thy heart, 
and J here proteſt and declare, before 
the whole world, that thou haſt moſt 


art 
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art an infamous lar; and I declare 
moreover, that thou deſerveſt to be 
ſunk alive in the bottom of the ſea, 
for the purricide thou haſt ſo wantonly 
committed on the perſon of thy be- 
trayed nephew, whoſe blood now cries 
tor vengeance before God upon thy 
accurſed head. Scarcely had he fi- 
niſhed, when the Count, with an un- 
paralleled audacity, rephed: Infamous 
villain, who haſt concealed thy name 
left thy iniquity ſhould be known, 
thou art groſsly miſtaken,—flattering 
thyſelf to free the woman who has pol- 
luted with adultery the nuptial bed of 
the Duke her huſband ; and as thou 
haſt puſhed thy inſolence ſo far, with- 
K 5 out 
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out diſcovering who thou art, I cannot 
but ſuppoſe thee to be one of her pan- 
ders; therefore thou art the infamous 
liar, and deſerveſt to be tied with herand 
burned in the ſame fire, or quartered 
by four horſes, and thy ſcattered limbs 
draggedthrough the ſtreets of this town, 
to ſerve as an example for ages to come, 
not only to debauched ladies, but alſo 
to every vile profligate like thyſelf. 
Immediately after the Herald at 
Arms gave the uſual ſignal, the two 
champions couching their ſpears, 
ſpurred their horſes with ſuch an irre- 
ſiſtible impetuoſity, and rode ſo cloſely 
againſt each other, that at their firſt 
rencontre they broke to pieces their 


ſpears 
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ſpears againſt their armour, and ſuch: 
. was the ſhock, that both fell down 
upon the ground, without however 
letting looſe their bridles; but the. 
intrepid courage and burning deſire of 
Don Alvares to avenge the injured- 
virtue of the Ducheſs, and the rage of 
the Count to be revenged on his dif- 
appointed perfidy, ſpurred them up. 
again, and having thrown away the 
remainder of their ſpears, they drew 
their words, when the fighting became 
ſo deſperate and cruel, that the ſpec- 
tators were terriſied to fee how furi- 
ouſty they afſailed each other, for ſuch- 
was their rage in aiming at each others 
life, that it was the general opinion ſo 
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implacable and ſo well ſupported a 
duel had never been ſeen in Piedmont, 
as that of theſe two champions ; but 
the juſtice of the cauſe, and the merit 
of the victory manifeſting itſelf on the 
ſide of the Spaniſh Knight, it gave him 
new ſtrength in the conflict; for, 
whenever he appeared to be over- 
powered, then he raiſed his courage 
with redoubled activity, inſemuch; 
that his adverſary, unable to bear any 
longer the inceſſant ſtrokes he receiv- 
ed, was no longer empowered to avert 
them, which being perceived by the 
Knight, who was defirous of putting 
an end to this long conteſt, he diſ- 
charged upon his belmet a blow with. 

* ſuch 
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fuch force, that deprived the Count 
of his ſenſes, who fell almoſt lifeleſs 
from his horſe; then Don Alvares 
alighting in a moment, ſeized the ſtrap 
of his ſhield, and daſhed him moſt 
rudely on his back, and with the hilt 
of his {word repeated his ſtroke with 
{uch vengeance, that he broke his hel- 
met to pieces, and preſſing his foot 
upon the Count's throat, he threatened 
to diſpatch him with the point of his 
iword, ſaying to him in a menacing 
attitude : Count, the hour 1s at hand, 
when thou muſt go to give an account 
of thy helliſh perfidy againſt the inno- 
cent Ducheſs. Ah, Knight! inter- 
rupted the Count, ſtruck with horror, 


have 
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have pity on me, and don't precipitate: 
my guilty ſoul to an eternal doom, by 
denying me a few minutes to repent; 
which requeſt cannot be refuſed by a 
generous heart to his moſt inveterate 
enemy. Deteſtable wretch, replied 
Don Alvares, if I had any hopes of 
repentance in thee, I would ſuſpend 
transfixing thee with this-ſword to the 
ground whereon thou leſt, but being 
ſuch a vile miſcreant, thou wilt never: 
be otherwiſe than a ſcourge to the 
innocent; nevertheleſs if thou wilt: 
publicly acknowledge thy guilt, and 
proſtrate thyſelf at the ſcet of the, 
Ducheſs, and implore her pardon, I. 
will ſpare thee, and leave thee to the: 


mercy 
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mercy of juſtice; yet wert thou to 
experience the rigour thou fo juſily 
deſerveſt ! thou wouldſt ſuffer the tor- 
ments of thoſe flames, thy ſavage 
malice had prepared for her. To 
which humiliationthe Count ſubmitted 
to ſave his life, and, kneeling before 
the Ducheſs, he made a pubilc avowal 
ol his wicked attempt to ſeduce her; 
and her conſtant averſion from his ſo- | 
licitations ; that to take revenge of his 
diſappointed puriut, he induced his 
nephew to captivate her affections ; 
and laſtly, of having murdered him, 
with the intent to impreſs in the mind 
of the Duke that ſhe had been guilty 


of adultery. Then turning his face 


towards 
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towards the Ducheſs, he ſaid: Madam, 


I muſt confeſs, it is but little to loſe 
only one life for the expiation of the 
great offence I have committed againſt 
you ; therefore I moſt humbly entreat 
you, Madam, that, preferring pity 
and mercy to the ſeverity of juſtice, 


you would grant me a few days to 


prepare myſelf for the fatal moment 
which awaits me. The goodneſs of the 
Ducheſs being equal to her great beau- 
ty, ſhe ſaid to him with a rather ſevere 


countenance : As by thy own confeſ- 


ſion, it is in my power to inflict upon 


thee a puniſhment equal to thy im- 


pious crime, nevertheleſs, thou. ſhalt 


be for the preſent conducted to the 
black 
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black tower, and kept there in chains 
till the arrival of the Duke my huſ- 
band, who ſhall diſpoſe of thee ac- 
cording to his wiſdom. 

Who canexpreſs the joy the Ducheſs 
muſt have felt in her heart from this 
public confeſſion, which not only de- 
livered her from a moſt barbarous 
death, but ſo glonouſly freed her ho- 
nour and her innocence from every 
imputation ; independent of that in- 
ward ſatisfaction, which uniformly ac- 
companies a clear and irreproachable 
conſcience. No wonder then if we 
are told of her joy having been ſo 
exceſſively great, as to prevent her for 


a while articulating a ſingle word; 
| then 
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then raiſing her hands and her eyes 
towards heaven, ſhe exclaimed : Oh 
my moſt bountiful Lord and Maſter ! 
be thy name for ever praiſed for having 
manifeſted the ſeverity of thy Divine 
Juſtice upon the wicked man, who at- 
tempted to deprive me at once of my 
life and my honour, by compelling 
him publicly to confeſs his crime. 

As ſoon as this great event had dit- 
fuſed itſelf through the immenſe mul- 
titude, which crowded every. avenue 
and the adjacent places round the field, 
the acclamations and ſhouts of joy, 
which reſounded in the air like the 
noiſe of a rapid river, when heard at a 
diſtance in the ſilence of the night, 

ſoon 
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ſoon reached the capital. The news 
immediately ſpread into every part of 
it; and the drooping hearts of the 
faithful ſubjects being revived in a 
moment from the firing of the can- 
nons, and the ringing of the bells, 
they all abandoned their dwellings to 
meet their beloved Miſtreſs, ſo that 
the beautiful Turin, from its generally 
deſerted ſtreets, had rather the ap- 


pearance of an enchanted town than 


the reſidence of a great Prince, till 


her arrival, which was by far more joy- 
ful and magnificent, than when ſhe 

had made her public entry. 
In the mean time thoſe that were 
deputed for the privilege of the field, 
took 
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took care the Count, all mangled and 
unable to walk from the wounds he 
had received, ſhould be carried into 
the tower, under a very ſtrong guard, 
leſt he ſhould be torn to pieces by the 
people. 

No ſooner had Don Alvares obtain- 
ed this glorious victory than he diſap- 
peared ; and after he had his few ſlight 
wounds dreſſed by a ſurgeon at the 
firſt village he arrived at, he took the 
road to Spain, while the Ducheſs was 
uſing, but to no purpoſe, all poſſible 
means to find him out. The inſepar- 
able Euphemia obſerving her Miſtreſs 
greatly diſappointed, from not know- 
ing, whom to thank for herdeliverance, 

and 


THE CASTLE OF ERIDAN. 215 


and complaining very bitterly at the 
departure of him to whom ſhe owed 
every thing ſhe poſſeſſed in this world, 
ſaid to the Ducheſs: Calm your mind, 
Madam, perhaps he is ſome French 


knight, or more likely ſome Engliſh 


nobleman, who, ſuſpecting the accu- 


lation of the Count to be a calumny, 
has taken upon himſelf your defence, 
and {ct off directly after to acquaint 
your brother of all theſe tranſactions, 
and his victory over the Count ; and 
from delicate motives wiſhes conceal- 
ment, with an intention very likely to 
make himſelf known at a more conve- 
nient opportunity, Let him be whom 


he will, replied the Ducheſs, as long as 


my 
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my ſoul ſhall be united to this body, 
I hall make him a homage of that life 
which I owe to him, more than any 
vaſſal owes his to his ſovereign ; nay, 
more than any ſon to his mother; for 
ſo deeply is engraven in my heart 
the ſeryice he has rendered me, that I 
ſhall carry my gratitude from the grave 
to the years of eternity, 

While all theſe ſurpriſing things 
were tranſacting in Turin, the Duke of 
Savoy, who, as we ſaid, was Lieutenant 
General of the King of France againſt 
the Germans, was unfortunately killed 
in a battle. The King of England 
being apprized of this, and likewiſe of 


the providential delivery of his ſiſter, 
he 
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he charged his Ambaſſador to inſiſt 
upon a proper reparation for the high 
inſult, and alarming danger to which 
his ſiſter had been ſo wantonly expoſ- 
ed, and at the ſame time expreſſed his 
wiſhes to have her near him; he there- 
fore immediately ſent for her, with an 
intent to marry her again, and in the 
interim inveſt her with the full ma- 
nagement of his houthold; as alſo, on 
her arrival, to gratify her witlr the title 
of firſt Lady of Honour to the Princeſs 
Royal, who had juſt entered into her 
ſeventeenth year; the marriage of 
whom, with the Prince of Spain, was 
ſecretly managed about that time. 


The Prince of Piedmont, the only 


ſon 
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ſon the deceaſed Duke had by his 
firſt wife, after having been ſolemnly 
declared Duke of Savoy, turned his 
firſt thoughts to giving an example of 
juſtice in the Count Pancalieri, and at 
the ſame time a full ſatisfaction to the 
king of England. He therefore or- 
dered, that the ſentence pronounced at 
his trial ſhould be immediately put 
in execution, and the Count quartered 
by four horſes. But the forgiving tem- 
per and clemency of the Ducheſs pre- 
vailed ſo much upon him, as to be ſa- 
tisfied with the Count's being only 
beheaded. Directly after, all the 
equipage and the retinue of the 
Ducheſs being ready, ſhe ſet off for 
England, 
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England, with the happy Ridolfo and 
his beloved Euphemia; carrying away 
with her the heart of every citizen. 
We ſhall now leave the Ducheſs in 
company with her brother, trium- 
phant over her enemy, and return to 
Don Alvares, who being arrived near 


home, was directly acquainted, that, 


not only the enemy, who had beſieged 
the town, had been compelled to raiſe 
their camp by the bravery of the gar- 
riſon, and the ſteady co-operation of the 
inhabitants, but they had likewiſe ſuc- 
ceededinmakingtheenemy'schief, Don 
Ladulphe, a priſoner of war, and that 
a treaty of peace was actually in very 
great forwardneſs ; nevertheleſs they 
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had not ventured to come to a final 
concluſion without his preſence. Don 
Alvares on hearing this agreeable and 
unexpected news was extremely 
happy, and conſidered it to be the 
fruit of having taken upon him the 
defence of the innocent Duchels, 
Therefore on ſeeing his affairs had 
taken ſo favourable a turn, he ac- 
quainted the chief he had left of his 
arrival, and entered the town amid the 
rapturous joy of all his ſubjects ; after 
having peruſed the articles of peace 
egreed upon, and finding thera very 
advantageous, he ſigned them di- 
rectly. 

Peace being ſo happily concluded, 

and 
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and every thing ſmiling around him, 
without any care to diſturb his peace 
of mind, he began to meditate under 
what plauſible pretence he could poſ- 
ſibly contrive to pay a viſit to the 
Ducheſs, for he was not leſs impa— 
tient to apprize her of ail the paſt 
tranſactions, than he ſuppoſed her an- 
xious to be informed of them; but 
his friendly ſtar furniſhed one ſooner 
than he could have expecled : ſome 
reports having reached the ears of the 
Spaniſh monarch concerning the mar- 


riage of his heir apparent with the 


Princeſs Royal of England, he formed 


a reſolution, to ſend, without loſs of 


time, a ſplendid and numerous em- 
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baſſy to his Britannic majeſty to de- 


mand his daughter; when Don Al- 


vares, in conſideration of his high 
birth and great riches, as well as be- 
ing eminently endowed with many 
noble qualities, and poſſeſſing beſides 
a perfect knowledge of ſeveral lan- 
guages, was choſen the chief of them, 


with full power to conclude the mar- 


riage, in caſe the king of England 
ſhould be inclined to it. 'The am- 


baſſadors, according to the orders 
they had received, ſet off with the 
greateſt diligence for London, where 
the king kept his court, who, on be- 
ing informed of their arrival, ordered 
the Princeſs his daughter, and the 

* Ducheſs 
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Ducheſs to hold themſelves in readi- 
neſs to receive this great embaſſy, ex- 
pected in the courſe of the day. 

No doubt can be entertained of the 


Princeſs and the ladies of honour wear- 


ing a profuſion of the richeſt apparel, 
though more in compliment to the 
embaſſy than to ſet off their extra- 
ordinary beauty, as their native charms 
being alone ſufficient to captivate, 
with an abſolute dominion, the hearts 
of theſe noblemen. The king too, 
to do them a greater honour, went to 
meet and receive them in a very 
friendly manner ; but no ſooner were 
they introduced to the royal family, 
than the Ducheſs, on perceiving Don 

Alvares 
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Alvares at a diſtance, conceived ſucli 
an averFon from him, that, unable to 
conceal it, and fearing leſt the con- 
fuſion which was. viſible in her coun- 
tenance ſhould betray the agitation of 
her mind, ſhe attempted to withdraw ; 
when Don Alvares, who knew per- 
fectly well the cauſe of this ſudden 
alteration, continued paying, with the 


greateſt politeneſs, every attention to 


| Her and to the ladies of her ſuite, diſ- 


ſembling his obſervation of her reſent- 
ment; the Ducheſs, however, ſoon 
found an opportunity to leave the. 
company; but the attentive Euphemua, 


who had followed her miſtreſs into 


her apartment, ſuſpecting the cauſe, 


aſked 
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aſked her why ſhe retired ſo abruptly 


from ſo honourable a company, repre- 


ſenting to her in a reſpectful and be- 


coming manner, that from ſuch uſage, 
they would' not form ſo favourable an 
opinion of that good ſenſe and pru- 
dence ſhe had uniformly ſhewn on 
every occaſion. To whom the Du- 
cheſs, full of indignation, replied :— 
How could you think, Euphemia, that 
I would ſuffer to have my hand kiſſed 
by ſuch a cowardly traitor, unworthy 
of being called a knight, who had the 
baſeneſs to abandon me in the moſt 
awful and trying moment of my life ; 
when, contrary to all the laws of ho- 


nour and of my ſex, I had ſo much 
I degraded 
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degraded myſelf as to go as far as 
Spain on purpoſe to ſee him. May 
the Fates rather cut the thread of my 
life, than I ſhould ever renew my af- 
fection for him; but on the contrary, 
he ſhall-find me a decided and impla- 
cable enemy. Euphemia, with a ſmile, 
then ſaid to her: Truly, madam, I 
thought.the ſeverity of your paſt con- 
finement, and the other terrifying 
afflictions you went through, had ſo 
entirely ſubdued all ſenſation, and de- 
preſſed every paſhon, as to prevent 
your ever entertaining thoughts of re- 
venge ; but preſent appearances verify 
my miſtake ; for no ſooner did you ſee 
Don Alvares, than you fled from him, 

as 
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as if the grand adverſary of mankind 


had appeared to you in his moſt hei- 


nous and horrible form. Euphemia, 


however, could not ſucceed in prevail- 


ing upon the Ducheſs to appear even 
at dinner, whoſe reluQance obliged 
the king to inform her, that her ab- 
ſence would be attended with unplea- 
fant conſequences. On receiving this 
meſſage, a roſy bluſh, ſomewhat 
heightened by chagrin, rendered her 
fair complexion ſo beautifully charm- 
ing, that the noble foreigners con- 
feſſed they had never ſeen in any 
country ſo handſome and engaging a 
The tables being elegantly covered 

"LS with 
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with the moſt ſuperb and rich ſervices 
of goldandfilver, and a great profuſion 
of the moſt dehcious and delicate diſh- 
es, which nature andartcould produce, 
were ſerved. When every one had 
taken his place at the ſolicitation of 
the King, Don Alvares and the Du- 
cheſs were found near his majeſty, 
immediately oppoſite each other. The 
perplexing ſituation of the Ducheſs, 
from ſeeing herſelf compelled to be 
gracious with her brother, and at the 
fame time to avoid the glances of Don 
Alvares, was ſo painfully provoking, 
that in attempting to ſtifle her indig- 
nation, when by chance ſhe turned 
her eyes elſewhere, they were ſeen 
N darting 
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darting ſuch a fire of reſentment and 
revenge, that the watchful Euphemia 
endeavoured by ſigns, at a diſtance, to - 
diſapprove her miſtreſs's countenance. 
Don Alvares, meanwhile, enjoyed 
ſuch a pleaſure in ſeeing all theſe 
little embaraflments, that he would 
not have changed his ſituation for a 

kingdom. 2 
Wbile the Ducheſs was ſtriving to 
keep her eyes from Don Alvares, ſhe 
could not help obſerving a diamond 
ring on his finger, and having ſeveral 
times glanced at it, with great amaze- 
ment, recallected it to be the ſame ſhe 
had given to the father confeſſor the 
day before ſhe was to have been 
brought 
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brought to the pillar ; on which ſhe 
began to revolve in her mind, how 
that ring could have fallen into his 
hands. The Ducheſs was now per- 
plexed to know what ſteps ſhe ſhould 
take to have her curioſity gratified 
in this puzzling circumſtance. When 
dinner was over, and the gueſts left 
alone, ſhe called for Doctor Ridolfo, 
whom ſhe requeſted to found Don 
Alvares, by what means he obtained 
poſſeſſion of the diamond he wore on 
his finger. This requeſt was punc- 
tually executed by the Doctor, who, 
after ſome circuitous introductions, 
faid, in a rather ſmiling manner: Don 
Alvares, you have there a moſt beauti- 

ful 
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ful diamond, which, if I don't miſtake, 
I think I have ſeen ſometime ago elſe- 
where; and if the liberty will not be 
deemed too great, I ſhould eſteem it 
a favour, to know by what means you 
became poſſeſſed of it? To whom 
Don Alvares, alſo with a ſmiling 
countenance, replied : Theſe, Sir, are 
ſecrets not to be communicated to 
every one, but be pleaſed to acquaint 
the Ducheſs, that no one beſide herſelf 
can know them from me. Although 
the Ducheſs was not much pleaſed at 
this anſwer, nevertheleſs, being over- 
come by the deſire of knowing the 
truth, ſhe went to Don Alvares, who, 
aware of the force of curioſity, eſpe- 

cially 
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cially in a woman, he contrived to be 
alone in a gallery; on her appear- 
ance, he accoſted her, and, after hav- 
ing moſt affectionately kiſſed her hand, 
he began to relate paſt events; re- 
preſenting to her how much he re- 
pented of not having complied with 
the requeſt of her letter, which he re- 
ceived” from Dr. Ridolfo, and that 
ſome time after, he undertook the jour- 
ney to Turin, and by what means and 
why he had heard her confeſſion, 
which was the cauſe of his having the 
diamond in his poſſeſſion; recalling 
to her memory, word by word, all he 
{aid to her in the frock of a Franciſcan 
| friar, aſſerting the victory he obtained 
over 


over the Count Pancaheri, his ſudden 
diſappearance, and concluded his nar- 
rative by repeating every circumſtance, 
which could perſuade her of his ſin- 
cere affection and eſteem, 

To even ſketch a lively picture of 
this intereſting ſcene, it would be ne- 
ceſſary to have a pen out of Cupid's 
wings, dipt in the ink of Sappho ; for 
the Ducheſs was ſo extremely affected 
on hearing theſe wonderful effects of 
his fincere affection, particularly the 
ſacrifice he had offered of his life for 
the preſervation of her's, that, from 
the emotions of her heart, ſhe was una- 
ble to expreſs her gratitude, but in- 
ſtantly fell ſenſeleſs into his arms, and 

with 
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with her lovely mouth cloſe to that of 


Don Alvares, her filence expreſſed far 
more energetically than words could 
deſcribe, how much ſhe wiſhed her 
heart to be united with that of her 
noble and magnanimous deliverer; 
when a little after, juſt as if ſhe had 
awakened from a trance, ſhe began to 


enxclaim: Oh my poor heart! ſo long 


tormented, and for this year paſt fo 
furiouſly toſſed about by an uninter- 
rupted ſtorm of afflictions and dan- 
gers, now thou poſſeſſeſt the only re- 
medy to expel them all, by holding in 
thy arms the man who has ventured his 
own life, and made a ſacrifice of every 


thing dear, to reſcue thee from the 
jaws 
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jaws of a cruel death. Let fortune 
raiſe in future whatever enemy ſhe can 
againſt me,” I ſhall always conſider 
myſelf eternally bound in gratitude, 
for the favour ſhe has this day im- 
parted to me. 

The noble Don Alvares interrupted 
the Ducheſs with the following words: 
J entreat you, Madam, let us not re- 
call to our memory the dangers which 
are paſt; and if I have in any degree 
averted them, I have been but the 
inſtrument : for God, in his infinite 
juſtice, never permits an injuſtice to 
paſs unpuniſhed ſooner or late ; there- 
fore as you were innocent and unjuſtly 
accuſed, if I had not come forward in 

your 
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your defence, as I was bound to do, 
ſome other would have riſen to execute 
what I did. Well, my Lord, ſaid the 
Ducheſs, as you diſapprove a repetition 
of thoſe griefs your valiant arm has 
diſſipated, permit me to aſk your par- 
don, if to-day I have not paid you 
that reſpect which your ments 10 
highly deſerve; ſubmitting myſelf, 
before you quit this country, to what- 
ever ſhould be expected by your ge- 
neroſity as an atonement for it. Ma- 
dam, replied the gallant Knight, all 
the wrongs you have done to me, (if 
civilities and favours conferred upon 
me to the preſent moment are to be 
denominated wrongs,) can be atoned 
; with. 
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with a fingle word, by conſenting to 
| honour me with the title of huſband 


—it having been the will of God to 


call the Duke to a future life—which 
would be the very apex of happineſs 
I could poſſibly aſpire to in this world. 
My dear Don Alvares, replied the 
grateful Ducheſs, the return is ſmall 
if the reward you deſerve be conſi- 
dered ; but I can aſſure you of this, if I 
poſſeſſed the abſolute dominion of the 
world, and if I were the moſt accom- 
plithed Princeſs in virtue and graces 
now living, I would, with equal promp- 
tirude, ſubmit myſelf to you, in con- 
fideration of your merits, and for what 
you have done for me. Fortune, I 

muſt 
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muſt confeſs, has been very kind to 
me, in having placed me under your 
power, to which I ſhall be ſubmiſſive 
ſo long as my ſoul ſhall dwell in this 
body, which was born as I firmly be- 
lieve, to ſerve and obey you. 
While they were thus expreſſing 
their mutual affection, Euphemia came 
in to announce to them, the King's be- | 
ing in council with the other Spaniſh 
noblemen, and waited for them ; Don 
Alvares being in his preſence, and 
having moſt reſpectfully bowed to him 
and to all the company, began to un- 
fold the motive of his embaſſy, and 
of having been ſent on purpoſe to his 
Majeſty, by the king of Spain his ſo- 


vereign, 
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vereign, to demand the Princeſs Royal, 
his daughter, for his ſovereign's ſon, 
the hereditary prince of Spain, whom 
he had choſen, not only for the alli- 
ance, which he was very anxious to 
contract, but likewiſe for her great 
beauty and exalted merits; being per- 
ſuaded that his Majeſty would be ſen- 
ſible of the fincere friendſhip of his 
ſovereign in preferring an alliance with 
him to that of all other Princes of 
Europe. To whom theKing anſwered: 
Friends, I eſteem ſo much the prefer- 
ence of being allied with the king of 
Spain, that if his Majeſty had not been 
firſt in making the propoſal, I had it in 
contemplation to ſend an embaſſy to 


4 Spain 
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Spain to the ſame effect; and altho' he 
has on the preſent occaſion ſurpaſſed 
me in politeneſs and courteſy, I will 
do my utmoſt, if not to ſurpaſs, at leaſt 
to equal him in friendſhip ; for I am 
ſo ſenſible, continued he, of the obli- 
gation he has conferred, that his Ma- 
jeſty and the Prince his ſon, as long as 
I reign, ſhall have the king of England 
and his kingdom at their diſpoſal. 

The marriage being thus happily 
agreed upon; the Ducheſs waited for 
an opportunity of finding the king 
alone, to communicate to him what 
had pafled between her and Don Al- 


vares, and when he was going into his 


apartment, ſhe followed him ; being 
thus 
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thus alone, ſhe, with tears in her eyes, 
threw herſelf at his feet, and ſaid to 
him: Sir, when the afflictions and 
cruel viciſſitudes of fortune I have ex- 
penenced preſent themſelves to my 
mind, eſpecially my having been re- 
duced to the mercy of a jailer, in a 
gloomy priſon, and what is ſtill more 
dreadful, to the near approach of an 
ignominious and barbarous death, I 
feel myſelf ſo diſcompoſed, that the 
mere recollection of theſe miſeries 
makes me ſhudder, fo great is the 
agitation which pervades my ſenſes in 
theſe moments: and on the other ide, 
when I conſider the protection of the 
Almighty in having not only delivered 


5 me 
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me with his All-powerful hand from 
ſuch a horrible death, but alſo in hav- 
ing cauſed me to triumph over my 
enemy, I feel ſuch conſolation in my 
foul, that all the pleaſures and enjoy- 
ments of this world are, comparatively, 
but a deluſion. 

But theſe divine bleſſings are not - 
beheld without a cloud, from my 
having neglected to make a becoming 
return of gratitude to my generous de- 
hverer : nevertheleſs, with a ſingle 
word, Sir, it is in your power to diſ- 
charge this important debt, and give 


tranquillity to my mind. 
The king, who loved not leſs his 
ſiſter 
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ſiſter than his daughter, obſerving her 
beautiful face covered with tears, and 
her countenance full of affection, 
raiſed her up, and holding her in his 
arms, ſaid to her: My dear ſiſter, if 
your deliverer has not yet received 


any reward from my generoſity, to 


which he is ſo eminently intitled, it 


is only to be attributed to his con- 
cealment, as you told me, and not to 
my ingratitude ; for I proteſt to you, 
and I ſwear it upon my ſcepter, that 
as ſoon as I ſhall know who is the 
hero to whom you and I are fo much 
indebted, he ſhall find in me a great 
and generous monarch, even half my 


kingdom will not be deemed more 
M than 


— EIS 
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than a ſufficient remuneration, from 
the confideration of his having ſaved 
your life at the riſk of his own, as 


well as from his having fought for my 


| honour, ſo inſeparably connected with 


yours. Alas ! Sir, replied ſhe, our 


benefactor is the valiant Don Alvares, 


the chief of this embaſly ; if it pleaſe 


you to give your conſent, the prieſt 
ſhall unite our hands, our hearts are 
already inſeparable, when every obli- 
gation will be diſcharged, and thereby 
you will change our preſent ſtate of 
anxiety and fear, into that which 
alone can render our lives extremely 
happy. Then ſhe began to explain 


to the king, the journey of Donna 
Vincenzia 
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Vincenzia into Piedmont, her own to 
Saint James of Gallicia, the honeſt 
friendſhip between her and Don Al- 
vares, the meſſage of Dr. Ridolfo to 
him, his refuſal, his journey to Tu- 
rin, her confeſſion to him, the diſco- 
very of the diamond, in a word, all 
that had paſſed between them, except 
the real motive of her feigned devo- 
tion to Saint James, which her ho- 
nour forbade her to diſcloſe. The 
king was ſo affected with joy and ſur- 
pri ſe at the recital of theſe wonderful 
events, that he was not able for a 
while to utter a ſingle word. Having 
briefly conſidered the whole matter, he 
ſaid to his ſiſter: Are you ſure that 

6 Don 
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Don Alvares wiſhes to have you for 
his ſpouſe? Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I am 
ſure, for he has made the requeſt to 
me in the moſt preſſing manner. Well, 
then, replied the king : God forbid I 
ſhould oppoſe an union formed by 
ſupreme deſtiny : if Don Alvares were 
not of ſuch high rank, but even of 
inferior extraction, and leſs opulent, 

yet his having atchieved ſo much for 
you, and for me, it would then be an 
injuſtice to refuſe: how much more 
unjuſt would it now be, conſidering 
his high birth, and his being ſo emi- 
nently noble and powerful in riches 
and dominions, to deny him our al- 


hance ; and particularly when we ad- 
vert 


D ng 
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vert to the expoſure of his life, at the 
moſt critical juncture of his own af- 
fairs, to ſave yours? Go, my dear, 
go, to love and careſs him as you 
wiſh, and after I have diſpatched 
ſome little buſineſs, I will then go and 
ſpeak more fully upon our affairs. 
Scarcely had the Ducheſs time to 
acquaint Don Alvares of what had 
been ſettled between her and the king, 
when he entered into the grand ſa- 
loon, where Don Alvares and the 
Spaniſh noblemen were aſſembled, 
and with a very pleaſing countenance 
preſented himſelf to Don Alvares, to 
whom he ſaid : My lord, pray em- 


brace me, for, as far as I can ſee, I am 


N more 
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more indebted to you than I thought 
of, On Don Alvares attempting to 
embrace his knees, he was immedi- 
ately raiſed up by the king, who, 
after having embraced him moſt af- 
fectionately, thus addreſſed him in a 
very audible voice before all the com- 
pany. Noble Alvares, I am happy 
in being conſtrained to acknowledge, 
that never ſince I poſſeſſed the 
command over the kingdom of Eng- 
land, did a fairer occaſion preſent it- 
ſelf for eſteeming and loving any 
prince for obligations conferred, than 
this moment; eſpecially when I reflect, 
that the ſervices you have rendered 
me, are far beyond my ability to re- 


ward; 
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ward ; however, I ſhall not reſt till I 
have given ſome teſtimonies of my gra- 
titude. The king then repeated to the 
company the whole ſtory of Don Al- 
vares and the Ducheſs, in the ſame 
manner he had heard it from his 
ſiſter, at which every one was ſtruck 
with admiration, not merely from the 
prudence and gallantry diſplayed by 
Don Alvares, but from his having con- 
ducted the affair to ſo happy and glo- 
rious a concluſion, and in ſuch a maſ- 
terly and ſecret manner. 

The king being anxious to celebrate 
this double feaſt with pomp and ſo- 
lemnity, gave orders for its being 
made public throughout the king- 


dom; 


* 
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dom; when all the grandees and no- 
bility of the land were preſent; and 
in order to honour Don Alvares the 
more, the king made him Lord High 
Steward of the whole kingdom, with 
full power in all the moſt important 
affairs of the ſtate. 

The ceremonies of the marriage be- 
ing thus concluded with the Ducheſs; 
Don Alvares went back to, Spain to 
conduct the Prince, and as ſoon as he 


arrived, his marriage with the Princeſs 


Royal was ſolemnized with all the 


magnificence and ſplendour becoming 


a great Monarch. 
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